825 Fifth Street, Fourth Floor Maggie Fleming
Eureka, CA 95501 : District Attorney
TEL 707.445.7411

FAX 707.445.7416

districtattorney@co.humboldt.ca.us

July 9, 2019

Sheriff William Honsal

Humboldt County Sheriff’s Department
826 Fourth Street

Eureka, CA 95501

Dear Sheriff Honsal:

Regarding the shooting incident on July 14, 2017, involving Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office
(HCSO) personnel: I have reviewed the investigative reports submitted by your Office, the State _
Department of Justice, Eureka Police Department, Arcata Police Department, the Critical Incident Response
Team and Humboldt County District Attorney’s Office investigators. A summary of the incident derived
from those materials and my conclusion concerning the use of deadly force follows.

On Friday, July 14, 2017, at approximately 9:57 p.m., three Humboldt County Sheriff's Deputies
were on 1/3atrol in two marked vehicles in the area of Highway 169 north of Weitchpec. The deputies,
Corporal Max Soeth, Deputy Nathan Cumbow, and Deputy Tismil Matilton, were in full patrol uniforms
driving marked HCSO vehicles.

As the HCSO vehicle occupied by deputies Soeth and Cumbow turned from Highway 169 on to the
Martin’s Ferry Bridge, the deputies observed a vehicle stopped on the left side of the bridge facing them.
The deputies illuminated the suspicious vehicle with a spotlight and the patrol car’s headlights.

Corporal Soeth reported that as the patrol vehicle slowly approached to within two car lengths of the
private vehicle, from the front passenger seat of the patrol vehicle he observed the sole occupant of the
private vehicle point a firearm in his direction. Corporal Soeth yelled, “gun,” and the driver of the patrol
vehicle, Deputy Cumbow, immediately stopped the vehicle and put it in park. Corporal Soeth exited the
patrol vehicle, retreated to a position of cover, and drew his firearm. Corporal Soeth announced, “Sheriff’s
Office, show me your hands!” From over his passenger-side door, Corporal Soeth saw the driver pointing a
gun in his direction. Fearing for his own life and that of Deputy Cumbow, Corporal Soeth then fired his
weapon.

Deputy Cumbow reported he heard Corporal Soeth yell, “gun.” He then saw the driver pointing a
handgun at him. He put the car in park, removed his seatbelt and exited the patrol car. In response‘ to the
threat to his life, Deputy Cumbow also shot at the driver. The deputies fired a total of 22 rounds: 16 by
Soeth and 6 by Cumbow.
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Corporal Soeth then again yelled at the driver to show his hands. At that point the driver put up his
hands and exited the car. The drive-r— age 50 of Hoopa, was taken into custody
without further incident. _ |

\

In his trailing patrol vehicle, Deputy Tismil Matilton heard a radio transmission indicating the other
deputies intended to investigate the vehicle parked on the bridge. His view of the incident was partially
obscured because he parked his vehicle behind and to the right of the other deputies' vehicle. Deputy
Matilton saw Corporal Soeth open the passenger side door and exit. He heard Soeth yell, "Gun, gun, gun."
After the shooting, he made a radio transmission that shots had been fired and checked the private vehicle to
_ensure there was no further threat. As he joined the other deputies-was showing his hands and
following instructions to exit his vehicle. Deputy Matilton did not recall hearing any verbal identification
by Soeth or Cumbow. He did not fire his weapon.

The deputies seized a .44-caliber Ruger revolver loaded with six rounds from Robbins’ vehicle. The
handgun also contained two spent shell casings in the cylinder.

Mr. I sustained minor injuries to his face and left shoulder. Paramedics treated him at the
scene and he was then transported to a local hospital for treatment. Members of the Humboldt County
Critical Incident Response Team interviewed- at the hospital. Mr. I -dvised he was working
as a Security Guard for Kapel Construction and that his job was to watch over construction equipment
staged on Highway 169. Mr. -said the handgun had been loaned to him by a friend.

In his description of the incident, - said that he saw a vehicle approaching him on the bridge
but couldn’t see the occupants because of the headlights. He then retrieved the handgun from behind the seat
and pointed it at the approaching vehicle. He believed the approaching vehicle was just his, “cousin messing
with him.” He said he didn’t realize it was a law enforcement vehicle until the gunﬁré erupted. He ducked
down and waited for the gunfire to stop then gave up._claimed he did not fire the gun at the
deputies._was booked into county jail for brandishing a loaded firearm at a peace officer.

_did not have a license to carry the firearm in public, nor did he possess a concealed
weapons permit. [ Bl employer advised that he was not supposed to be armed in the course of his
security assignment. Inspection of the Ruger by investigators could not support or refute the claim that it
was not fired during the incident. Investigators discovered the firearm had been reported stolen in Siskiyou
County in 2012.

The legal standard which applies to the use of deadly force focuses upon whether the officers
reasonably believed they were in imminent danger of being killed or suffering great bodily injury. Law
enforcement officers may not lawfully discharge their weapons unless they believe that their lives, or those
of others, are in imminent danger, and under the totality of the circumstances, that belief is objectively
reasonable. The evidence and witness statements indicate this standard was met and the shooting was
therefore legally justified.
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From a broader perspective, this incident was a misunderstanding that very easily could have
had fatal consequences. I hope it can serve as a helpful example to the public and law enforcement in
the effort to minimize the use of deadly force.

MA%ALU/L '

MAGGIE FLEMING
District Attorney
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EVIDENCE TRANSFER RECEIPT

EUKBB53K0P67V3

EVIDENCE TRANSFER TRANSACTION

Evidence Relinquished By: Agency: EU

1
Evidence Received By: Agency: SOHUEU

I PIN Entered | X

1
VIA:
Note:

Date & Time: 1/2/18 11:31:42 Hours
Operator:

LABORATORY CASE INFORMATION

Lab Case #  Lab Evid # Evid Description
- EU-17-000797 1 Expended .223 cartridge case
- EU-17-000797 12 Miscellaneous expended cartridge cases
- EL-17-000797 13 Bullet jacket
= EU-17-000797 15 Bullet jacket
- EU-17-000797 17 Bullet jacket fragments
- EU-17-000797 2 Expended .223 cartridge case
- EU-17-000797 21 Expended cartridge case from Soeth's bag
- EU-17-000797 22 Bullet fragment from dashboard of Corvette
= EU-17-000797 23 Expended bullet from dashboard of Corvette
- FEU-17-000797 24 Bullet core that fell out of blanket from Corvette
-~ EU-17-000797 25 Expended bullets and bullet fragments from driver's seat area of
Corvette
= EU-17-000797 26 Bullet jacket from passenger seat of Corvette
- EU-17-000797 27 Expended bullet from behind driver's seat of Corvette
= EU-17-000797 28 Expended bullet from behind driver's seat of Corvette
- EU-17-000797 30a Two cartridges removed from Winchester maodel 94 rifle
~ EU-17-000797 31 Bullet fragments from behind driver's seat of Corvette
SIGNATURES
Evidence Relinquished By: Evidence Received By:

1/2/2018 11:44:43 Page 1 of 3
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EVIDENCE TRANSFER RECEIPT

ELIKBRS3KOPE7V3

EVIDENCE TRANSFER TRANSACTION

Evidence Reliniuished By:

Agency: EU
PIN Entered | X

1
SOHUEU

Evidence Received By: Agency:
PIN Entered [ X
1
VIA:
Note:
Date & Time: 1/2/18 11:31:42 Hours
Operator:

LABORATORY CASE INFORMATION
Lab Evid #

-

Lab Case #

EU-17-000797
EU-17-000797
EU-17-000797

EU-17-000797
EU-17-000797
EU-17-000797
EU-17-000797
EU-17-000797
EU-17-000797
EU-17-000797
EU-17-000797

EU-17-000797

<t EU-17-000797

—

—

EU-17-000797
EU-17-000797

SIGNATURES

i
34
35

36
37
39

o~ v U1 B

D1
D2
D3

Evid Description
Expended bullet from behind passenger seat of Corvette
Bullet jacket from rear of Corvette

Cartridge case in front of and ntact cartridge case behind Corvette
passenger seat

Two swabs of red-brown stains from Corvette center console
Cartridge cases and intact cartridges from Corvette center console
One water blank swab

Digital watch, disposable lighter, and three laser pointer lenses
Expended bullet

Two swabs of apparent blood from roadway

Two swabs of apparent blood from roadway

Glass from roadway below front passenger door HCSO #07179 Ford
Explorer

Reference glass from front passenger door HCSO #07179 Ford
Explorer

Expended cartridge case
Expended cartridge case

Expended cartridge case

Evidence Relinquished By:

Evidence Received By:

1/2/2018

11:44:43

Page 2 of 3




EVIDENCE TRANSFER RECEIPT

FUKB853KOP&7V3

EVIDENCE TRANSFER TRANSACTION

jshed By: Agency: EU
PIN Entered [ X
1
Evidence Received By: Agency: SOHUEU
PIN Entered [ X
1
VIA:
Note:
Date & Time: 1/2/18 11:31:42 Hours
Operator:

LABORATORY CASE INFORMATION
Lab Case # Lab Evid #
- EU-17-000797 D4
- EU-17-000797 D5
= EU-17-000797 P 1
- EU-17-000797 P2
- EU-17-000797 P 3
- EU-17-000797 P4
= EU-17-000797 PS5
. EU-17-000797 P 6
= EU-17-000797 P 7
- EU-17-000797 P8
= EU-17-000797 P9
- EU-17-000797 P10
- EU-17-000797 P11
= EU-17-000797 P12
= EU-17-000797 P13
= EL-17-000797 P14
EU-17-000797 P15

"

SIGNATURES

Evid Description

Expended cartridge case

Expended cartridge case

Empty Glock pistol magazine

Expended cartridge case
Expended cartridge case
Expended cartridge case
Expended cartridge case
Expended cartridge case
Expended cartridge case
Expended cartridge case
Expended cartridge case
Expended cartridge case
Expended cartridge case
Expended cartridge case
Expended cartridge case
Expended cartridge case

Expended cartridge case

Evidence Relinquished By:

Evidence Received By:

1/2/2018 11:44:43
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EVIDENCE TRANSFER RECEIPT

ELIKBBS3KOPOWRC

EVIDENCE TRANSFER TRANSACTION

Evidence Relinquished By: Agency: EU

1
Evidence Received By: Agency: SOHUEU
PIN Entered [ X

]

VIA:
Note:

Date & Time: 1/2/18 11:31:44 Hours
Operator:

LABORATORY CASE INFORMATION

Lab Case # Lab Evid # Evid Description
« EU-17-000797 14 Bullet core
- EU-17-000797 148084t Three bullets and five cartridge cases test fired in item 148084
- FEU-17-000797 148098t Three bullets and five caridge cases test fired in item 148098
~ EU-17-000797 148110t Three bullets and five caridge cases test fired in item 148110
. EU-17-000797 16 Expended bullet
~ EU-17-000797 38 Green laser from Corvette
SIGNATURES
Evidence Relinquished By: Evidence Received By:

1/2/2018 11:47:34 Page 1 of 1



EVIDENCE TRANSFER RECEIPT

FUKB853KOOUBRH

EVIDENCE TRANSFER TRANSACTION

Evidence Relinquished By: Agency: EU

B
Evidence Received By: Agency: SOHUEU
I PIN Entered [ X
1
VIA:
Note:

Date & Time: 1/2/18 11:31:38 Hours
Operator:

LABORATORY CASE INFORMATION

Lab Case # Lab Evid # Evid Description

EU-17-000797 10 Ruger model Redhawk, serial [ NNNGNTNNN
— EU-17-000797 148084 Firearm box containing "Glock-22- serial -
_ FU-17-000797 148098 Firearm box containingGlock-22- serial |||
~EU-17-000797 148110 Firearm box containingGlock-22- serial_
»~EU-17-000797 30 Winchester model 94 rifle, serial number-
SIGNATURES
Evidence Relinquished By: Evidence Received By:

1/2/2018 11:35:29 Page 1 of 1



EVIDENCE TRANSFER RECEIPT

FUKB853KN0OZEN]

EVIDENCE TRANSFER TRANSACTION

ished By: Agency: EU
PIN Entered [ X

g
By: Agency: SOHUEU

PIN Entered [ X

]
VIA:
Note:

Date & Time: 1/2/18 11:31:40 Hours
Operator:

LABORATORY CASE INFORMATION
Lab Case # Lab Evid # Evid Description

~ EU-17-000797 29 Yellow backpack from rear of Corvette

~ EU-17-000797 29a Ammunition removed from item 29 pack
~—FEl-17-000797 3 Shirt

=EU-17-000797 33

SIGNATURES

Miscellaneous ammunition and cartridge cases from rear of Corvette

Evidence Relinquished By: Evidence Received By:

1/2/2018 11:39:24

Page 1 of 1
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State ol Ci

Department of Justice

29\

ilornia

RELATED BFS CASE #

Bureau of Forensic Services
Physical Evidence Submission Form

(Instructions for use of Torm located on reverse side.)

INFORMATION AND ROUTINE AGENCY ONLY AGENT ONLY
REPORT SECURITY ) ] ]
SUBMITTING AGENCY: | |L|mb01(_|[ COLnlty She “fﬂ ()rf“ e AGENCY CASENO: 201703300

COUNTY OF PROSECUTION: Humboldt

OFFENSE(S): (”JI%

RELATED AGENCIES/CASE NUMBER(S) :

DATE OF INCIDENT: (_)7,']4,:’2[’)17 DATE NEEDED: When pos

REASON: inve tlgntlon

BES CASE 4

?0/ 445-7251

PHONE:

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: PETERSON

FAX: 707-445-7298

INVESTIGATING OFFICER - EMAIL ADDRESS: mpeteraon(’x)co humholdt ca.us

SUBJECTS .|).-\'|'|".”|" o Cl i
Last name First Name M BIRTI R S
SOETH MAXWELL = —
CUMBOW NATHAN W ':——
MATILTON i TISMIL KIR—

BT EVIDENCE SUBMITTED

DESCRIPTION OF EVIDENCE

COMMENTS OR REQUESTS

FOR SERVICE'

FUNCTION TEST

FUNCTION I I—S-J 1)

LINE ITEM NUMBER (ONE ITEM PER LINE WHEN POSSIBLE)
148084 Gl-QCl‘( 22 - SERIAL #
2 | 148098 GLOCK 22 - SERIAL #
148110 GLOCK 22 - SERIAL #

C h iin of ¢ ustody lor |l|.|n~ I|~(\d ||m\\

Received From
(SIGN NAME LEGIBLY

Line/ltem
NUMBER

L3

Delivered to

T PLEASE SUBMIT A POLICE REPORT OR ATTACH A SEPARATE S
RIS LABORATORIES SHALL DECIDE THE SPECIFIC METHOD OF ANALYSIS
BFS-1

Document #PF-0028, Revision 3, Issue Date 08/03/201 1

FUNCTION I (_[a r

HEET WITH A SUMMARY OF THE CASE FOR CRIMINALISTICS

DATE

)2 4=
7 / N/ X

CASES

1 of 2

Page



EVIDENCE TRANSFER RECEIPT

EUKB85LA00C14D

EVIDENCE TRANSFER TRANSACTION

Evidence Relinquished By: Agency: EU
I PINEntered [ X )

Evidence Received By: Agency: SOHUEU

a representative, PIN Entered [ ]

VIA: Golden State Overnight

Note: 546381044

Date & Time: 9/30/19 11:17:26 Hours

Operator:

LABORATORY CASE INFORMATION

Lab Case # Lab Evid # Evid Description
d{g EU-17-000701 146883 il One evidence envelope containing one tube of blood from the

¥
i

Z EU-17-000701 146883_01—  One tube of blood from the-
(g EU-17-000797 148116_— One evidence envelope containing one tube of blood from the

.55"1 ==
a7 Z/EU—17—000797 148116_01 One tube of blood from the-

SIGNATURES

Evidence Relinquished By: Evidence Received By:

9/30/2019 11:22:06 Page 1 of 1
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7/

1 NOTIFICATION

2 JULY 14, 2017 - 2209 HOURS

3

4 OnlJuly 14,2017 at about 2209 hours, | received a phone call from HCSO Sgt. Freese. Sgt. Freese advised me there

5 had been an officer involved shooting at Martin’s Ferry Bridge in the Weitchpec area of Humboldt County. Sgt.

6 Freese told me few details were known, and relayed the following known information:

7

8  HCSO Corporal Soeth and HCSO Deputy Matilton were at Martin’s Ferry Bridge. They advised that shots had been

9 fired, and had requested medical respond to the scene for an injured - Additional deputies and a patrol
10  supervisor were en route.
11
12 Sgt. Freese requested | respond to the scene. Sgt. Freese told me HCSO Criminal Investigations Division (CID) Lt.
13 Young and HCSO CID Detective Hicks would also be responding to the scene to assist. Sgt. Freese advised the
14 Humboldt County Critical Incident Response Team (CIRT) had been activated. Sgt. Freese told me she would
15 respond to HCSO CID in Eureka, coordinate with other responding CIRT members, and manage investigative
16  activates that would occur in the Eureka area.
17
18  After speaking with Sgt. Freese | began driving to the scene. While en route, | received a phone call from HCSO
19  Lt. Miller — the HCSO North Area Operations Division Commander. Lt. Miller advised he was also en route to
20  Martin’s Ferry Bridge. Lt. Miller requested | retrieve a satellite phone from the HCSO Trinity River Division office
21 in Willow Creek as there was no cell phone service at the incident location. | retrieved the satellite phone as
22 requested.
23
24 MARTIN’S FERRY BRIDGE
25
26  Martin’s Ferry Bridge is located in a rural area of Northeastern Humboldt County. Martin’s Ferry Bridge is located
27  off of Hwy 169, and the bridge crosses the Klamath River. The bridge connects Hwy 169 to Tulley Creek Road. At
28  alater date, (on November 17, 2017 at about 0700 hours) | drove from Willow Creek to Martin’s Ferry Bridge and
29 recorded the following drive times, distances, and details:

Page 1 0f 17
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30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58

It is about 12.5 miles from downtown Willow Creek to downtown Hoopa (Intersection of Hwy 299 and Hwy 96 in
Willow Creek, to the parking lot of the Hoopa Valley Tribal Police Department off Hwy 96 in Hoopa). The drive

time was about 16 minutes. Hwy 96 consists of a two lane paved roadway.

It is about 13.7 miles from downtown Hoopa to Martin’s Ferry Bridge (Parking lot of HVTPD off Hwy 96 in Hoopa,
to Hwy 169 at Martin’s Ferry Bridge). The drive time was about 24 minutes. The intersection of Hwy 96 and Hwy
169 is located at mile post marker (MPM) 23.06 on Hwy 96 — Hwy 96 starts at MPM 0.0 in Willow Creek at Hwy
299. Hwy 169, as well as Martin’s Ferry Bridge, consists of a single lane paved roadway — generally wide enough
for two vehicles to pass, but there is no center painted line. Martin’s Ferry Bridge is located at about MPM 30.25
on Hwy 169. Hwy 169 terminates at Hwy 96 (MPM 33.75). The area commonly referred to as Weitchpec is the

area around the intersection of Hwy 169 at Hwy 96.

Based upon my experience as a Humboldt County Deputy Sheriff since December 1999, and as a former resident
deputy for the northeastern area of Humboldt County — which includes the Weitchpec area — | know that the area
of Martin’s Ferry Bridge is rural and mountainous. It is surrounded by forest. There are no homes or businesses

within the immediate vicinity of the bridge.

SCENE
JULY 14, 2017 — 2341 HOURS

| arrived at Martin’s Ferry Bridge on July 14, 2017 at about 2341 hours. Via radio, | heard that HCSO Sgt. Musson
had arrived at the scene just prior to me. It was dark upon my arrival. | saw there were no street lights or other
forms of artificial light in the area. For the purposes of this report, | will refer to Hwy 169 as a
northbound/southbound roadway. Martin’s Ferry Bridge runs approximately east to west. Hwy 169 is on the east
side of the bridge, and Tulley Creek Road is on the west side of the bridge. | later saved an aerial image of this
area from Google Maps —imaged attached below. It should be noted that while the attached photo shows a bend
or curve in the bridge, there is no noticeable curve or bend in the bridge from ground level. On the attached

image, north is toward the top of the photo.

Page 2 of 17
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59
60

61
62

63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76

Upon my arrival, | parked in a turnout area off Hwy 169 on the east side and just south of Martin’s Ferry Bridge. |
saw the east end of the bridge was blocked with crime scene tape and road flares. CHP Officer Combs was standing
by at the east end of the bridge, maintaining the road closure. | saw there was a crowd of about 10 subjects in a
turnout area off Hwy 169 on the east side and just north of Martin’s Ferry Bridge. | saw there were vehicles parked
on the bridge. The vehicles were about 2/3 of the way across the bridge from Hwy 169. | walked out the bridge
to the vehicles. There were 3 vehicles parked near each another:
e  White marked HCSO patrol vehicle — Ford Expedition — HCSO unit # 08344 — CA exempt license plate #
I
e Black and white marked HCSO patrol vehicle — Ford Explorer — HCSO unit # 07179 — CA exempt license
JEICE] |
o [l Chevy Corvette — CA license plate number [

DOJ photographs, taken during daylight, attached below — depicting the vehicles and their positioning:

Page 3 of 17
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The bridge had been divided into 2 sections with crime scene tape at 3 locations. There was crime scene tape
across the west and east ends of the bridge. There was crime scene tape across the bridge in between HCSO unit
# 08344 (white Ford Expedition) and HCSO unit # 07179 (black and white Ford Explorer). The [Jjjjj Corvette (CA
B 2 in the same taped off section as HCSO unit # 07179. The taped off section containing HCSO unit #
07179 and the ] Corvette was determined to be the crime scene (west end of the bridge to the crime scene

tape in between HCSO unit # 07179 and HCSO unit # 08344). The taped off section from the east end of the bridge

to the crime scene tape between the two patrol vehicles acted as an outer perimeter to the crime scene.

| made contact with HCSO Sgt. Musson, HCSO Corporal Soeth, HCSO Deputy Cumbow, and HCSO Deputy Matilton
on the bridge. The subjects were standing near HCSO unit # 08344 (white Ford Expedition). | spoke briefly with

Corporal Soeth, Deputy Cumbow, and Deputy Matilton in the presence of Sgt. Musson. | did not question the

deputies, and the following information was volunteered to me.

The following is a summary of what Corporal Soeth told me:

Corporal Soeth told me he had reloaded during the shooting incident and the magazine lying on
the ground near HCSO unit 07179 (black and white Ford Explorer) was his. Corporal Soeth told
me that after the shooting incident he had obtained a loaded pistol magazine from his patrol
vehicle and put it in his magazine pouch on his duty belt. Corporal Soeth had also obtained an
additional loaded magazine from a bag in his patrol vehicle for Deputy Cumbow. Deputy
Cumbow had performed an administrative reload - replacing a partially depleted magazine in
his pistol with the fully loaded magazine Corporal Soeth gave him. Deputy Cumbow had placed
the partially depleted magazine in one of his pants pockets. One - had been arrested.
The- was currently seated in Deputy Matilton’s patrol vehicle — HCSO unit # 08344 (white
Ford Expedition). After the shooting incident, the on scene deputies (Corporal Soeth, Deputy
Cumbow, and Deputy Matilton) placed crime scene tape between HCSO unit # 07179 (black and
white Ford Explorer) and HCSO unit # 08344 (white Ford Expedition). The crime scene tape was
placed to help secure the area where the shooting had occurred; which was the area of HCSO

unit # 07179 (black and white Ford Explorer). They did not include HCSO unit # 08344 (white

Page 5 of 17
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Ford Expedition) in the taped off area as they considered it to be outside of the shooting
incident scene. They had also placed crime scene tape across the west side of the bridge to
block off the west side of the scene. At some point after the shooting HCSO Deputy Melendy
arrived on scene. He drove to the area via Hwy 169 and arrived at the east side of the bridge.
Corporal Soeth wanted to have an officer posted at the west side of the bridge to maintain the
scene. Deputy Melendy entered the taped off area in order to walk to the west end of the
bridge. Corporal Soeth ensured that when Deputy Melendy walked through the shooting scene,
he did not disturb it, and avoided stepping on or moving any potential items of evidence, such
as broken glass or expended firearms cartridges. Deputy Melendy was still at the west end of
the bridge. No persons had entered the crime scene since Deputy Melendy crossed through it.
HCSO Deputy Eric Morris arrived on scene after Deputy Melendy posted at the west end of the
bridge. Deputy Morris drove to the west side of the bridge via Tulley Creek Road. Deputy
Morris would be maintaining the closure of the west end of the bridge. Deputy Melendy needed
to cross back through the crime scene to get back to his patrol vehicle. When CHP Officer Combs
arrived on scene, she blocked the east end of the bridge to help further secure the shooting
scene. Corporal Soeth told me there were no known witnesses to the shooting incident. The

crowd at the east end of the bridge formed after the shooting incident.

The following is a summary of what Deputy Matilton told me:

Deputy Matilton told me the JJij in custody had been identified as ||| G
- date of birth | The Il was currently seated in the rear passenger
compartment of Deputy Matilton’s patrol vehicle — HCSO unit # 08344 (white Ford Expedition).
B had received an injury during the shooting incident. Hoopa Ambulance had come to
the scene prior to my arrival. Ambulance personnel had examined [Jij and determined he
did not have any injuries that required an emergency response to the hospital. The ambulance
personnel treated [Jilj and then departed the scene. Deputy Matilton had started a crime

scene log.

Page 6 of 17
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Deputy Matilton turned over his crime scene log to Sgt. Musson to maintain. | told the deputies to maintain the
equipment and gear that was on their persons as it was. | explained to the deputies they would be transported

to HCSO CID in Eureka where their gear and persons would be further documented.

| spoke privately with Sgt. Musson. | asked him if he had obtained any further statements from the involved
deputies, beyond what they had told me. Sgt. Musson told me he had not questioned them further about the
incident. Sgt. Musson told me Corporal Soeth was a Field Training Officer (FTO) and Deputy Cumbow was on the

Field Training Program. Corporal Soeth and Deputy Cumbow had been doubled in the same patrol car.

| entered the crime scene to conduct a walk through and to obtain a license plate of the Corvette (at this point it
had not yet been obtained). No other persons entered the crime scene with me. While in the crime scene | did
not move or touch any apparent items of evidence, such as expended firearms cartridges, broken glass, or blood.
While in the crime scene | looked inside of the vehicles while standing outside of them. | did not enter into the
vehicles or touch them. While in the crime scene | stayed on the north side of the vehicles. As | was leaving the

crime scene, | escorted Deputy Melendy through the crime scene - from the west side to the east side.

| made the following observations:

HCSO unit # 08344 (white Ford Expedition) was parked in the westbound lane and was facing westbound. The

vehicle was running. No vehicle or emergency lights were on. All doors and windows were closed.

HCSO unit # 07179 (black and white Ford Explorer) was in the eastbound lane and was facing westbound. It was
parked about 2 car lengths in front of HCSO unit # 08344. The vehicle was running. The vehicle’s head lights and
both passenger and driver’s side spot lights were on. The spot lights were aimed at the [JJjjj Corvette. No
emergency lighting was activated. Both the passenger and driver’s side doors were open. The passenger side
window appeared to be broken out. There was shattered glass on the ground below the door. The majority of
the glass had fallen out of the window frame, though there was still some glass remaining along the edges of the
window frame. There was a pistol magazine lying on the ground near the passenger side rear corner of the vehicle.

There were several apparent expended pistol cartridges lying on the ground along the passenger side of the
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vehicle. There was crime scene tape across the bridge in between HCSO unit # 08344 (white Ford Expedition) and
HCSO unit # 07179 (black and white Ford Explorer). The expended cartridges, broken glass, and pistol magazine

were all located on the west side of the crime scene tape.

The [} Chevy Corvette, bearing CA license plate # [} was in the east bound lane and was facing
eastbound. It was parked about one car length in front of HCSO unit # 07179 (black and white Ford Explorer). The
vehicle was off and none of the vehicle’s lights were on. The passenger side door was closed. The driver’s side
door was open. The driver’s side window was not up. There were several holes in the vehicle’s windshield. The
holes appeared consistent with bullet holes. There was a silver colored revolver partially exposed and partially in

between the driver’s seat and center console in the vehicle. | saw no other persons in the vehicle.

There was no cell service at Martin’s Ferry Bridge. Using the satellite phone | retrieved from the HCSO Willow
Creek office, | called Sgt. Freese and relayed the above information. The satellite phone had poor reception, and
our calls were repeatedly dropped. After several phone calls, Sgt. Freese told me she would be preparing a search
warrant for the [JJjJj Corvette — CA | 25 we!! as for samples of || I ©'ood and saliva. Sgt.
Freese advised me California DOJ Criminalists would be responding to further process and document the scene.

HCSO Detective Hicks would be responding to the scene to document it via a Leica scanner.

I spoke again with Sgt. Musson. We determined Deputy Melendy would transport [ to St. Joseph Hospital
in Eureka for medical clearance and a legal blood draw. |asked Sgt. Musson what [Jiffwas in custody for. Sgt.

Musson asked Corporal Soeth. Corporal Soeth said something similar to: PC 245, he pointed a gun at me.

Deputy Melendy drove his patrol vehicle onto the bridge and parked near Deputy Matilton’s vehicle = HCSO unit
# 08344 (white Ford Expedition). | stood by while Deputy Melendy moved |Jij from one patrol vehicle to the
other. 1did not speak with or question ||}l Il was cooperative. | gave Deputy Melendy a digital audio
recorder and asked him to record his transport of [ij (Deputy Melendy recorded the transport and later gave
me the recorder with the recordings — see below for further). Deputy Melendy left the scene with - onJuly
15, 2017 at about 0015 hours. See Deputy Melendy’s supplemental report # 2 for further information. After
- was transported from the scene, the crowd at the east end of the bridge began to disperse.
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198  Lt. Miller arrived on scene on July 15, 2017 at about 0027 hours. It was determined Lt. Miller would transport
199  Corporal Soeth, Deputy Cumbow, and Deputy Matilton to HCSO CID. Lt. Miller left the scene with the deputies at
200  about 0055 hours. See Lt. Miller’s supplemental report # 8 for further information.

201

202 At this point the remaining personnel on scene, in addition to myself, were:

203 e HCSO Deputy Morris, who was maintaining security at the west end of the bridge

204 e CHP Officer Combs, who was maintaining security at the east end of the bridge

205 e Sgt. Musson

206

207 I recall seeing HCSO Deputy Moore arrive on scene at some point and take over scene security at the west end of

208  the bridge. ! did not record the time. Deputy Moore drove to the area via Tulley Creek Road. After Deputy Moore
209  arrived on scene, Deputy Morris was released from the scene. Per the HCSO dispatch CAD log, Deputy Moore
210  arrived on scene at about 0034 hours and Deputy Moore departed the scene at about 0100 hours.

211

212 HCSO Lt. Young arrived on scene at about 0105 hours. CA DOJ Criminalists ||| | | < I 2rrived
213  onscene at about 0140 hours. HCSO Detective Hicks arrived on scene at about 0210 hours. | recall speaking with
214  Sgt. Musson at some point regarding releasing CHP Officer Combs from the scene. Sgt. Musson told me he would
215  assume security at the east end of the bridge. Per Sgt. Musson’s crime scene log CHP Officer Combs left the scene
216  atabout 0212 hours.

217

218  After the arrival of Lt. Young, Detective Hicks, Criminalist [ i} and Criminalist JJjjij; we formulated a plan to
219  further document and process the crime scene. It was agreed that Detective Hicks would document the scene via
220  the Leica scanner. The DOJ Criminalists would document the scene in its entirety — to include all 3 involved
221  vehicles. DOJ Criminalists would only collect evidence from the interior crime scene (area of HCSO unit # 07179 —
222 black and white Ford Explorer — and the [JJjj Corvette). | would collect any evidence from HCSO unit # 08344
223 (white Ford Expedition). At some point after the DOJ Criminalists arrived on scene, we were notified that the

224  search warrant Sgt. Freese prepared had been signed. | do not recall how we were notified. The search warrant
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225 - Humboldt County Superior Court SW1700355 — was signed on July 15, 2017 at 0205 hours by the Honorable
226  Judge Wilson.

227

228 | stood by at the bridge while the DOJ Criminalists and Detective Hicks conducted their documentation and
229  processing of the scene. See attached DOJ Bureau of Forensic Services (BFS) report # EU-17-000797-0001 and
230  Detective Hicks supplemental report # 3 for further information.

231

232 | was present when the DOJ Criminalists searched the [JJjjJj Corvette (CA |l pursuant to search warrant
233 SW1700355. | did not participate in the search. DOJ conducted a limited search of the vehicle on scene. DOJ
234  collected apparent bullet fragments from the vehicle and the silver colored revolver. The revolver was a stainless
235  steel .44 Magnum Ruger Redhawk revolver with wood grips — serial #_The pistol had a 6 round cylinder.
236  DOJ Criminalist - inspected the cylinder when he took the pistol out of the vehicle. | saw the cylinder
237  contained 4 unexpended cartridges and 2 expended cartridges. DOJ kept possession of all items seized from the
238  Corvette. See DOJ BFS Report # EU-17-000797-0001 for further information.

239

240 | was present when the DOJ Criminalists searched HCSO unit # 07179 (black and white Ford Explorer). | did not
241 participate in the search. | saw there was a locking gun rack in the front passenger compartment of the vehicle.
242 There were no firearms in the gun rack. The only firearm DOJ located in the vehicle was in the rear cargo
243 compartment. The firearm was a Smith and Wesson, 223, M&P-15, rifle — serial # [lil] The rifle was
244  contained within a soft rifle case. The rifle’s action was closed on an empty chamber and a loaded magazine was
245  inserted into the rifle. In addition to the magazine loaded into the rifle, there were 6 additional loaded magazines
246  in the rifle case. DOJ took possession of the rifle, rifle case, and magazines. | did not participate in or observe a
247  round count of the loaded magazines.

248

249  Prior to Corporal Soeth’s departure, he requested he be allowed to take possession of his cellular phone and his
250  lunch bag which were in HCSO unit # 07179 (black and white Ford Explorer). Corporal Soeth told me the cell phone
251  was in the front passenger seat area of the vehicle, and the lunch bag was in the rear cargo compartment area of
252  the vehicle. Corporal Soeth described the lunch bag as a camouflage soft sided bag. | advised him that | would

253  not release the items at that time, though | would consult with DOJ personnel when they arrived on scene
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regarding the release of the items. | relayed Corporal Soeth’s request to the DOJ Criminalists. The DOJ Criminalists
located and documented the items. They searched the lunch bag. No items were seized from the lunch bag. They
turned over the phone, the lunch bag, and two green patrol jackets to me. The jackets were located in the rear
cargo compartment of the vehicle. One jacket had the name “Soeth” affixed to it, and the other had the name

“Cumbow” affixed to it. | later turned these items over to Corporal Soeth and Deputy Cumbow.

At about 0545 hours, the DOJ Criminalists advised me they were ready to document and process the interior of
HCSO unit # 08344 (white Ford Expedition). The DOJ Criminalists and | searched the vehicle together. We both
took photographs documenting the vehicle and our search of it. See DOJ BFS report # EU-17-000797-0001 for

further information. | made the following observations:

| saw no apparent damage to the interior or exterior of the vehicle. There was a locking gun rack in the front
driver’s compartment. Locked in the rack were 2 firearms: a Remington 870 shotgun and a Colt M16A1 rifle. |
removed the firearms and conducted a round count of the firearm’s magazines. We searched the remainder of
the vehicle and documented and collected all ammunition and magazines that were located. The following items
were seized from the vehicle:
e Colt M-16A1, 223 rifle, serial #-. The rifle’s action was closed on an empty chamber. There was
a loaded magazine inserted into the rifle. The rifle was located in the gun rack in the front driver’s
compartment. Barcode (BC) 148186
o The magazine inserted into the rifle was a plastic 20 round AR variant magazine. BC 148187.
o There were 20 unexpended Remington 223 cartridges loaded into the magazine. BC 148188.
e Remington 870 Wingmaster 12 gauge shotgun, serial # |l The shotgun’s action was closed on an
empty chamber. The firearm was located in the gun rack in the front driver’'s compartment. The shotgun’s
affixed magazine was loaded. BC 148189.
o There were 4 unexpended 12 gauge cartridges loaded into the shotgun’s magazine: 2 Winchester
slugs and 2 Federal 00 buck. BC 148190.
e There were 3 loaded AR variant magazines in the front driver’s side door pocket. Two of the magazines
were contained within a camouflage pouch, and 1 of the magazines was loose.

o Camo magazine pouch. BC 148185
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o Metal 30 round AR variant magazine from the camouflage magazine pouch. BC 148181.
= There were 29 unexpended Remington 223 cartridges in the above magazine. BC 148182.
o Metal 30 round AR variant magazine from the camouflage magazine pouch. BC 148183.
= There were 31 unexpended Remington 223 cartridges in the above magazine. BC 148184.
o Plastic 20 round AR variant magazine. Loose in the driver’s side front door pocket. BC 148179.
= There were 21 unexpended Remington 223 cartridges in the above magazine. BC 148180.
e located in the vehicle’s rear cargo compartment were a black plastic tote, a clear plastic tote, and a black
bag. Ammunition was located in the black bag and in the black plastic tote.
o A full 50 round box of unexpended Remington .40S&W cartridges was located in a black bag in
the rear cargo compartment. BC 148191.
o 10 loose unexpended Winchester .40S&W cartridges were located in the right pocket of a patrol
jacket. The jacket was in a black plastic tote in the rear cargo compartment. BC 148192
o 3 full 20 round boxes of American Eagle .223 cartridges were located at the bottom of the black

plastic tote in the rear cargo compartment. BC 148193.

| took possession of the above items and later booked them into evidence at HCSO. | downloaded the photographs
I took of HCSO unit # 08344 (white Ford Expedition) and of the scene to a CD and later booked the CD into evidence
at HCSO —BC 150804. Printed photos attached.

After HCSO unit # 08344 was documented and processed it was released from the scene. Lt. Young and Detective

Hicks drove the vehicle to a secure parking area at the Hoopa Valley Tribal Police Department (HVTPD).

At some point during the night, while we were on scene, |||} ]I stopped at the east end of the bridge.
She spoke with Lt. Young. [JJJ] stated she was [} mother. [} inquired about |l dog “Baby,” a
Pomeranian. [ told Lt. Young the dog was always with [} At that point we had not seen a dog. i}
requested we contact her at || B if we located the dog. Later in the morning, at about 0800 hours, Lt.
Young saw the dog in the Corvette. The dog had been hiding in the rear cargo compartment. The cargo
compartment was open to and accessible from the driver’s compartment. It should be noted that DOJ had limited

their search to the driver’s compartment of the vehicle while on scene. Lt. Young was able to call the dog out of
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the vehicle. The dog was uninjured. | called [} and advised her we had located the dog. [JJjj responded to
the scene and took possession of the dog. | spoke with - about the shooting incident. | explained to her that
| was the investigating officer. [JJj told me she did not witness the incident and she knew no details. [Jjj did
not know of anyone else who witnessed the incident or knew any details. | gave - my business card with my
contact information. | asked JJj to give my contact information to anyone who may have information regarding

the shooting incident.

At some point during the night | spoke with [l at the east end of the bridge. The following is a summary

of what [Jjjijto!d me:

Il knew there was a night watchman who guarded construction equipment stored in a

turnout off Hwy 169, just south of Martin’s Ferry Bridge. [JJJj told me the night watchman

was [ and that he drove a [JJJj Corvette i was not present in the area at the

time of the shooting and he did not know anything about what had happened.

| gave ] my business card and asked him to give my contact information to anyone who may have information

regarding the shooting incident.

DOJ requested the [ Corvette (CA license plate [l and HCSO unit # 07179 (black and white Ford
Explorer) be towed from the scene so they could be further examined at a later date. | requested Humboldt
Towing of Eureka respond to the scene to tow the vehicles. Humboldt Towing arrived on scene on July 15, 2017
at about 0825 hours. Both of the above vehicles were towed from the scene pursuant to CVC 22655.5 and stored
in secure storage at Humboldt Towing, 101 H Street, Eureka, CA. | sealed the doors of both vehicles with evidence

tape prior to Humboldt Towing leaving the scene. Copies of CHP 180’s attached.

HCSO dispatch ran a registration check on CA license plate || il]l The plate returned to a JJiChevrolet,

with registration expired as of September 2016. The vehicle was registered to ||| | [ [ Gz o- T
B - B Hoopa, CA. Copy of registration attached.
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HCSO dispatch ran a California Driver’s License check orfjjj | | I o I
coL was [ Copy of CDL attached. The addresses listed on the CD were:

- I

- I

- I

Sgt. Musson left the scene at about 0830 hours. Upon his departure he turned over the crime scene log to me. |

made no entries into the log. At about 0900 hours the scene was released and the bridge was reopened.
OVERVIEW OF REPORTS

The following is a list of CIRT investigators who assisted in this investigation, and a brief synopsis of their activities:

e HCSO Sgt. Freese acted as the team leader for the initial CIRT response. Sgt. Freese prepared

SW1700355, on July 15, 2017, for the search of the [JJj Corvette bearing CA license plate # ||| | N

and for a blood draw and saliva sample from ||| | | JJEEE. Sct Freese later prepared a follow-up

search warrant to further search the [JJj Corvette bearing CA license plate # [ Sst. Freese

also conducted investigation into the .44 Magnum Ruger Redhawk pistol located in the [JJjjj Corvette.

The pistol had been reported as stolen to the Siskiyou County Sheriff’s Office on May 6, 2012. Sgt. Freese
documented her activities in HCSO case # 201703390 — Supplemental 7.

e Eureka Police Department (EPD) Detective Gordon, EPD Officer Linfoot, and HCSO Detective Havens
processed Corporal Soeth, Deputy Cumbow, and Deputy Matilton at HCSO for evidence on the morning
of July 15, 2017. Detective Havens documented this teams activities in HCSO case # 201703390 —
Supplemental 4.

e Humboldt County District Attorney’s office (HCDA) Investigator Cooper, and Arcata Police Department
(APD) Losey went to St. Joseph’s Hospital in Eureka on the morning of July 15, 2017. They interviewed
I -t the hospital and obtained a statement. The statement was recorded. Investigator
Cooper prepared a report documenting the interview. Investigator Cooper provided me a copy of his
report, which | attached to this report — HCDA case # DA17-212. There were 5 printed photos of ||}
- attached to Investigator Cooper’s report. Investigator Cooper also provided me a digital copy
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of the audio recording from his interview with i} ' booked a copy of the recording into evidence
at HCSO on CD —BC 150784. Investigator Cooper also obtained a blood and saliva sample from -
pursuant to search warrant # SW1700355. Deputy Melendy took possession of the saliva sample at the
hospital and booked it into evidence at HCSO — BC 148058 (See Deputy Melendy’s Supplemental Report
# 9 for further). Investigator Cooper took [ij blood sample from the hospital and turned it over to
Detective Havens at HCSO. Detective Havens booked the blood sample into evidence at HCSO (See

Detective Havens Supplemental Report # 4 for further).

The following is a list of HCSO reports completed as part of the initial response/investigation into this incident. All

reports

were drawn under HCSO case # 201703390:

Initial Report — Deputy Matilton provided a statement which is documented in supplemental report # 10.
No further report will be completed by Deputy Matilton.

Supplemental # 1 — Sgt. Musson. Response to scene.

Supplemental # 2 — Deputy Melendy. Transport of || ||| | | B to the hospital and to jail.
Supplemental # 3 — Investigator Hicks. Scan of the incident scene with a Leica Scanner.
Supplemental # 4 — Detective Havens. Processing the involved officers for evidence.
Supplemental # 5 — Investigator Peterson. (This report).

Supplemental #6 — Detective Havens. Receipt of evidence from HCDA.

Supplemental # 7 — Sgt. Freese. Preparation of search warrants and follow-up investigation.
Supplemental # 8 — Lt. Miller. Transport of the involved deputies to HCSO.

Supplemental # 9 — Deputy Melendy. Evidence booking.

Supplemental # 10 — Investigator Peterson. Interview of involved deputies.

POST SCENE INFORMATION

B s booked into the Humboldt County Correctional Facility (HCCF) for violation of PC 417(c) and
PC 25850(a). HCSO Deputy Melendy transported i from the scene to St. Joseph’s Hospital in Eureka, and

then to

HCCF after medical treatment. Sgt. Freese completed the jail booking paperwork. See Deputy Melendy’s

Supplemental Report # 2 and Sgt. Freese’s Supplemental Report # 7 for further information.

Page 15 of 17



S y“'m"’g* > Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office Supplemental Report # 5
Nt iy
jﬁg@iﬁf\ Case # 201703390 Investigator Peterson 1186

399
400
401
402
403
404
405
406
407
408
409
410
411
412
413
414
415
416
417
418
419
420
421
422
423
424
425
426
427

Deputy Melendy recorded his transport of Robbins with a digital audio recorder | provided to him. Deputy
Melendy did not download the recording. He returned the audio recorder to me with the recording on it. | found
there were 3 recordings on the recorder from July 15, 2017. | reviewed the recordings and found they appeared
to be recordings of Deputy Melendy’s transport of Robbins and of some of the time that Deputy Melendy was
with Robbins at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Eureka. Investigator Cooper and Detective Losey’s interview of Robbins
appears to be on the last recording (file 170715_0065). See Deputy Melendy’s Supplemental Report # 2 for a
summary of the transport. | booked the 3 recordings into evidence at HCSO on CD — BC 150808. The length of
the recordings is as follows:

e File 170715_0063 — 10 minutes 11 seconds.

e File 170715_0064 — 20 minutes 22 seconds.

e File 170715_0065 — 51 minutes 28 seconds.

While listening to file 170715_0065, | heard ||| || | BB t!' \nvestigator Cooper and Detective Losey that he

was employed by his brother, ||| | | | | }JEEEE of BElConstruction. [ was on Martin’s Ferry Bridge on July
14, 2017, working as a security guard for [} Construction. |l was guarding construction equipment

parked near the bridge. | did not see this information contained in Investigator Cooper’s report.

Sgt. Musson turned over the crime scene log to me upon departing Martin’s Ferry Bridge. | booked the original

log into evidence at HCSO — BC 150786. Copy of log attached.

| later returned search warrant # 1700355 to the courts. The search warrant was prepared by Sgt. Freese for the
search of the [JJJjj Corvette bearing CA license plate # || il] and the collection of a blood and saliva sample
from | . \When | returned the warrant to the court, | included all items seized from the [Jjjjj Corvette
on July 15, 2017 on an attached inventory sheet. By error, | did not include the seizure of the blood and saliva

sample taken from i pursuant to the search warrant.

On July 15, 2017, HCSO Dispatcher |} made copies of the dispatch tapes from the shooting incident.
Dispatcher |Jij sent an e-mail advising she had saved the recordings onto a CD and put the CD in my in box at
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HCSO CID. | located the CD in my in box on July 17, 2017. | reviewed the contents of the CD. | found 8 recordings
onit. I reviewed the recordings and they appeared to be radio transmissions made regarding the shooting incident

on Martin’s Ferry Bridge. | booked the CD into evidence — BC 150787. | also attached a copy of an e-mail sent by
Dispatcher i to this report.

On July 18, 2017, Sgt. Freese was provided a copy of the photos taken by DOJ at Martin’s Ferry Bridge on
07/15/2017. Sgt. Freese gave me the CD, which was marked “D0OJ 1.” | booked the CD into evidence at HCSO —
BC 150795. Printed copy of photos attached. On August 22, 2017, | received a second CD from DOJ with additional
photos. The CD was marked “D0OJ 2.” | booked the CD into evidence at HCSO — BC 150796. Printed copy of photos

attached.

Further information will be documented by supplemental report. Supporting documentation attached:
e Evidence Booking Form (3)
- 27- I ()
o 28-CAI (1)
e CHP 180 / Supporting docs (6)
e Humboldt County Superior Court SW1700355 (11)
e Printout of CFS 71417-153 (5)
e DOI BFS report # EU-17-000797-0001 (10)
o BC 150795 — 303 Printed Photos “DOJ 1” (9)
o BC 150796 - 601 Printed Photos “DOJ 2” (19)
e HCDA Investigator Cooper’s report — HCDA Case # DA17-212 (8)
e E-mail sent by HCSO Dispatcher [JJjjij on July 15, 2017 (1)
e BC 150786 — Crime scene log (3)
e BC 150804 - 68 Printed photos (2)

ﬂ/)/fz /18

Investigator M. Peterson 1186 Supervisor Review

Page 17 of 17



. s@'can

|
Ay .

N

s
—,

o B¢

i// Humboldt County Sheriff's Office Supplemental Report # DF1
!
@;’AN Case # 201703390 Prepared by: Sergeant Diana Freese
/

Ul B W N

W oo N D

10
11
12
13

14

15
16
17
18
19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

33
34

35
36

37
38
39

0On 07/14/2017, at 2200 hours, | was contacted at home by Lt. Young of the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office.
He told me there had been an Officer involved shooting in Witchepeck, on Martin’s Ferry Bridge. He told me
involved Deputies were Corporal Soeth and his Trainee Cumbow, and Deputy Matiliton. Lt. Young told me he
had little information at this time. Sergeant Musson was still responding from Eureka. Lt. Young told me he had
contacted HCSO Dispatch and Activated the Humboldt County Critical Response Team (CIRT).

t gathered my equipment and contacted Investigator Peterson and requested he respond to the scene. |
contacted Sergeant Musson, who told me he had little information to add. | asked him to obtain public safety
statements from the involved Deputies and to have them transported to CID. | responded to Humboldt County
Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations Division (CID), where we met with the responding Team members. Thase
present and representing were District Attorney Investigator Gary Cooper, Senior Detective John Gordon
(Eureka Police Department), Officer Linfoot (Eureka Police Department), Eric Losey (Arcata Police Department),
Department of Justice || ilj 2nd ] nvestigator Peterson (HCSO), Investigator Hicks (HCSO), Det. Havens
(HCSO), and |, Sergeant Diana Freese (HCSO).

Department of Justice || ij and [l were assigned to process the scene on Martins Ferry Bridge.
Investigator Hicks was assigned to operate the Leica scan station, 3D scanner, out at the scene. Det. John
Gordon, Det Havens, and Officer Linfoot were assigned to document the involved Deputies for evidence and
conduct a round count. DAI Cooper and APD Losey were assigned to interview ||| | | I ' was assigned
to obtain a search warrant for the vehicle located out at the scene. See the respective reports.

At about 0030 hours, | received a phone call from Investigator Peterson. It should be noted this area has spotty
radio communication and no cellular phone service. | think Investigator Peterson had a Satellite Phone that had
spotty service as well. It took multiple poor reception phone calls to obtain the following information.
Investigator Peterson told me Sgt. Musson had not gotten a public safety statement from the involved deputies,
as he determined the back drop was such that it did not warrant it. Sgt. Musson determined it would be a
violation of POBAR. || N 25 the I who was in th{JJJi] Corvette. [l was checked by
medical who arrived on scene and determined - injures did not require an ambulance for transport.
Investigator Peterson described the scene to me. He told me there was a - Corvette Facing HWY 169 in the
proper lane of travel. There was a patrol car in front of the Corvette. The door to the Corvette was open and
there was a firearm visible in the car. The firearm was near the center console on the driver’s side seat. The
Corvette had multiple bullet holes in the front windshield and one of the side windows was broken out.
Investigator Peterson told me the Corvette had a state of California Vehicle Plate of [|jij investigator
Peterson told me there were no witnesses to the incident.

| looked at the call for service from Dispatch. | saw they had a ||| | |} QJJEEEEE with a date of Birth || i»
the call.

| prepared the attached search warrant for the person of ||| | | | I 0O I for blood and a

buccal swab, and for the [} Corvette.

| contacted the on call Judge and spoke to Humboldt County Superior Court Judge Christopher Wilson. We met
in person at Arcata Police Department. Judge Wilson reviewed the search warrant. While he was reviewing the
warrant, | received a phone call from DIA Cooper who told me [JJi] date of birth was wrong and he provide

Page1o0f3



gl
<A "?,!‘?f(/ Humboldt County Sheriff's Office Supplemental Report # DF1

NS oA
,ﬁf"ﬂ%\_; Case # 201703390 Prepared by: Sergeant Diana Freese

40  me with a DOB of ||l | changed the date of birth on the search warrant in pen. Judge Wilson reviewed
41  the warrant and granted the warrant. | later learned that the true identity of the arrested ||l 's NGB
42 B - erson who the blood draw and buccal swab was collected from was in fact the

43  person who had been detained and the person who was involved in the shooting.

44 | arrived back in CID and was contacted by DIA Cooper who gave me a brief synopsis of his interview with
45 R /2 bcing treated at the hospital and would remain for some time getting treatment. [l
46  was Mirandize and waived his rights.

47 [ stated he was on the bridge conducting security for a construction site nearby. [ stated he was
48  approached by two vehicles. He acknowledged there were spot lights shined on him. He stated he had a gun
49  sitting in the back of his Corvette. He obtained the gun and pointed it out the front windshield of his car. He
50 stated he did not hear any commands. He thought the persons in the vehicle were his cousins “messing” with
51  him. He stated he was then fired upon by the persons who had pulled up in front of him. He did not know they
52  were Law Enforcement until later. (see DIA Cooper’s report)

53 It was pre-arranged through Humboldt County Sheriff’s Deputy Sheriff’s Association and their Legal Defense
54  Fund that the Deputies would be interviewed on Monday 07/17/2017 at 1300 hours.

55 | contacted Investigator Peterson inquiring as to what [Jij had been arrested for. Investigator Peterson told
56  me he had heard Sgt. Musson ask Deputy Soeth what they were arresting [JJjjjj for. Deputy Seoth made the
57  comment 245 PC, he pointed a gun at me. After some discussion, it was determined to book [ for 417 (c)
58 PC and 25850 (a) PC. | completed a booking request and a probable cause form for the above charges.

59 | contacted Deputy Foy Melendy who had transported i to the Hospital. He told they were still treating
60 [ and were currently removing a foreign object from [JJij cheek. | advised that | would have the
61 booking forms in the jail for him upon his arrival at the Humboldt County Correctional Facility.

62 |later provided Investigator Peterson with the copies of the search warrant.

63  0On07/19/2017, | authored a second search warrant for the [JJj Corvette in this investigation. The search
64  warrant was reviewed and granted by Humboldt County Superior Court Judge Reinholtsen. (see attached copy)

65 On July 18™ 2017, I requested Dispatch run the fire arm involved in this incident. A .44 Mag Red hawk SR#

66 [ | 'earned the fire arm was booked in Siskiyou County Sheriff's Office as evidence. | contacted Siskiyou
67  County Sheriff’s Office. They told me there was a data entry error and the gun was reported as stolen. |

68  requested a copy of their report. Siskiyou County corrected the DOJ data entry to stolen. | requested Dispatch to
69  send alocate on the firearm, and that it was currently in our evidence section and will he held for the duration
70  of this investigation. (See attached copy of Siskiyou’s case regarding the theft of the gun in 2012.

71  No further action, see investigator Peterson’s report.

72 ¢ o Y
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74 Sergeant Diana Freese Supervisor Review / Date
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