AGENDA ITEM NO.

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

For the meeting of:  December 17, 2013

Date: November 19, 2013

To: Board of Supervisors

From: Phillip Smith-Hanes, County Administrative Officer *?59‘

Subject: Legislative Agreement between the County of Humboldt and Waterman & Associates-

Government Relations. Ine.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

That the Board of Supervisors:
1. Approve the agreement with Waterman & Associates-Government Relations, Inc. (W&A) for
federal advocacy services:
2. Authorize the Chair to execute two (2) copies of the Agreement (Attachment A); and
3. Direct the Clerk of the Board to route one (1) fully executed copy of the Agreement to the County
Administrative Office,

SOURCE OF FUNDING: General Fund

DISCUSSION:

W&A has been providing federal legislative advocacy services for the County since 2011, These services
include legislative representation and participation in coalitions and working groups on the County's
behalf. On October 1, 2013 your Board approved in concept the renewal of the W&A contract with an
expanded scope of services. On November 5, 2013 your Board approved an additional appropriation of
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$6,000 in order to expand the scope of legislative issues from a maximum of six to an unlimited number of
issues each year. Federal issues, although not limited in number by the contract, still require prioritization,
per the contract.

These advocacy services include but are not limited to advising the County on matters concerning
legislation and pending legislation and advocating on the County’s behalf in Washington D.C. on a year
around basis. The W&A contract provides the County several benefits including expediting
communications with County staff regarding changes in priority issues and representing the interests of the
County in Washington D.C.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

The proposed agreement is a renewal of an existing contract with an amended financial obligation of
$60,000 per year. In previous vears, the appropriation for this contract was $48,000. November 5, 2013,
your Board approved an additional appropriation of $6,000, for the remaining half of the fiscal year, The
contract is within the amended budget allocations. The agreement is for three vears, and expires on
December 30, 2016.

Approving the W&A contract supports the Board's Strategic Framework. Priorities for new Initiatives by
creating public/private partnerships to solve problems.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

None
ERNATIVES TO STAFF R ENDATIONS:

The Board could propose changes to, or not approve the attached agreement.

ATTACHMENTS:

A. Waterman & Associates- Government Relations, Inc.




Attachment A
HUMBOLDT COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

January 1, 2014 - December 31, 20146
AGREEMENT FOR SERVICES

Between Humboldt County and Waterman & Associates - Government Relations,
Inc.

This Agreement is made and entered intoc by and between County of Humboldt, a
political subdivision of the State of California, hereinafter referred to as "Humboldt
County" or “the County" and Waterman & Associates - Government Relations,
Inc., hereinafter referred to as "W&A." The provisions of the Agreement shall be
binding upon the parties and their assigns and successors in interest, and shall inure
to the benefit of such assigns or successors in interest.

WHEREAS, COUNTY desires to obtain CONSULTANT services to provide legislative
representation on behalf of the COUNTY before the Federal Legisiature and others
to assist COUNTY in achieving its legislative goals; and

WHEREAS, said CONSULTANT is well-qualified to perform said services; and

WHEREAS, the doing of such work involves the performance of professional, expert
and technical services; and

WHEREAS, COUNTY has no employees avdailable to perform such services; and

WHEREAS, the parties hereto desire to enter into a contract setting forth their entire
agreement in this matter;

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED as follows:
L NATURE OF AGREEMENT

The purpose of the Contract is retention of professional tederal advocacy and
related services on behalf of Humboldt County. The services involve the
representation of the County's interests before the Congress of the United States,
agencies of the federal government, and such other federal entities as directed
by Humboldt County.

In consideration of mutual promises herein contained, Humboldt County engages
WEaA to perform the following specific services:
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A.

Work with Humboldt County to develop and implement a legislative and/or
regulatory strategy for advocacy on issues that are designated by the Board of
Supervisors to be of principal interest to the County. These issues are to be
identified and prioritized by the County in consultation with W&A prior to or at
the outset of each contract year. Included in the provision of services is regular
monitoring and reporting on the County's priority issues, as well as advocacy on
any emerging issues subsequently identified as priorities by the Board.

The County may identify an unlimited number of issues during the consultation
at the outset of each contract year.

. Cullivate ongoing relationships with appropriate members and staff of the

Cadlifornia congressional delegation, as well as establish a presence with other
relevant congressional committee staff.

. Actively participate in appropriate codlitions and working groups in

Washington, D.C. on behalf of Humboldt County.

Prepare a midyear and year-end activity report, as well as periodic summaries
and status reports on the County's federal legislative priorities.

Participate in meetings on Capitol Hill with members of the Humboldt County
Board of Supervisors and other representatives of the County.

. Provide appropriate administrative support to representatives of Humboldt

County for business conducted in Washington, D.C. |[i.e., schedule
appointments; develop background material on the designated issues, assist in
preparing briefing materials for meetings, etfc.)

DURATION OF THE AGREEMENT

This Agreement shall commence on January 1, 2014 and continue through
December 31, 2016. Either party may terminate this Agreement with thirty days
written notice to the other. County's obligation to make continuing payments
under Section lll of this Agreement shall cease upon the effective date of such
termination.

CONSIDERATION

As consideration for the services to be provided by W&A, Humboldt County shall
pay W&A a monthly fee as follows:
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A. $5,000 monthly for the duration of the Agreement, with a maximum annual

amount of $40,000.

. Direct expenses incured by W&A on behalf of Humboldt County will be

reimbursed, including travel approved by the County, as well as other
incidental travel related costs.

. W&A will invoice the County monthly via email to cao@co.humboldt.ca.us .

GENERAL PROVISIONS

. The Vice President will serve as the primary contact and Humboldt County

advocate for W&A, with other professionals in the firm assisting the County
under the direction of the Vice President.

. It is agreed that W&A shall be an independent contractor and shall ensure

that all taxes, worker's compensation premiums and insurance and other
employment-related reports and payments are paid and/or submitted in
accordance with the applicable federal, state or local laws of jurisdiction for
W&A. As an independent contractor, W&A shall not be considered an
agent or employee of Humbeldt County for any purposes.

. Neither party shall assign, delegate, nor transfer its obligation under this

Agreement without the written consent of the other.

. In the event that any of the services requested by Humboldt County are

identified by the Contractor as potential conflict of interest, the Contractor
shall inform the County of the potential conflict. If a potential confiict is
identified by the County, the County Administrative Officer shall inform the
Contractor of the potential conflict. In case of a disagreement, Humboldt
County shall review any materials that W&A provides on the subject, and be
the final judge of the existence of a conflict for the purposes of this
agreement. In the event that a conflict is identified, the County and W&A
shall negotiate a resolution to the conflict. The third party with whom the
conflict exists may be a party to the negotiation for the resolution of the
confiict.

. The parties agree that this service package and the fees set forth are

designed for and limited to Humboldt County. This service package and the
fees set forth do not include services rendered on behalf of any entity or
affiliate group other than the County.

F. W&A certifies by its signature below that W&A is not a Nuclear Weapons
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Contractor, in that W&A is not knowingly or intentionally engaged in the
research, development, production, or testing of nuclear warheads, nuclear
weapon's systems, or nuclear weapons components as defined by the
Nuclear Free Humboldt County Ordinance, W&A agrees to notify County
immediately if it comes a Nuclear Weapons Contractor, as defined above.
County may immediately terminate this agreement if it determines that the
foregoing certification is false or if W&A becomes a Nuclear Weapons
Confractor.

G. Each party agrees to comply with all applicable state and federal laws and
requirements applicable to the services covered by this agreement. Each
party agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the other party and its
authorized officers, employees, agents and volunteers from any and all
ligbilities for injury to persons and damage to property arising out of any
negligent act or omission of that party, its officers, employees, agents and
volunteers in connection with performance under this Agreement,

H. Each party shall comply with Title VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and no
person shall, on the grounds of race, religion, or religious creed, color, age
(over 40), sex (including gender identity, and expression, pregnancy,
childbirth and related medical conditions), sexual orientation (including
heterosexuality and bisexuality), national origin, ancestry, marital status,
medical condition [including cancer and genetic characteristics), mental or
physical disability (including HIV status and AIDS), military service, or any
other classification protected by federal, state, or local laws and ordinances
be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be ctherwise
subjected to discrimination under this Agreement.

I. Any notfice required or permitted to be given under this agreement or
pursuant to law shall be considered given when personally delivered or sent,
provided such notice is sent by United States mail, postage prepaid,
addressed to the parties as designated below or as otherwise noticed by the

parties:
WEA: Humboldi County:
Vice President County Administrative Officer
Waterman & Associates Humboldt County, California
900 2nd Street, N.E., Suite 109 825 Fifth Street, Room 112
Washington, D.C. 20002 Eureka, CA 95501

J. This agreement contains the entire agreement and understanding between
the parties with reference to federal advocacy for Humboldt County and




supersedes any prior or contemporaneous written or oral agreements
between them respecting federal advocacy.

K. This agreement may be amended only by a writing duly signed by the
Chair of the Board of Supervisors of Humboldt County and the Vice
President of W&A.

The parties agree that the Contract shall be construed according to the laws of
the State of California. Any legal action to enforce this agreement shall be
brought in Humboldt County, California.

(SEAL)
ATTEST:
KATHY HAYES

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the
County of Humboldt, State of California

Chair

Board of Supervisors Vi€e President

Humboldt County, California Waterman & Associates - Government
Relations, Inc.

Date: Date: / 2;} ‘f}/ 13

VicefPresident and Secretary

Waterman & Associates - Government
Relations, Inc.
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