Humboldt County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) Workshop:

Willow Creek Unit CWPP Meeting
Trinity Valley Elementary School, November 8, 2017, 5:00-8:00pm

Information Table, Sign-In, and Shared Meal
e Community pre-fire planning maps displayed for initial review and updating
e Handouts and brochures available on wildfire-related topics
e Laptops available to review: Open Humboldt Survey (https://www.peakdemocracy.com/portals/131/Issue 5560
(deadline to fill out survey is Jan. 31, 2018), Humboldt Alert Emergency Notification System
(https://humboldtgov.org/alerts), and Humboldt County WebGIS to view online maps
(https://webgis.co.humboldt.ca.us/HCEGIS2.4 CWPP).

[Signed in: 21]

Welcome and Introduction by Cybelle Immitt, Staff Support for Humboldt County Fire Safe Council
e Meeting objective: to share information on wildfire preparedness and to gather input, local knowledge, and
concerns from community members from the Willow Creek Planning Unit, as identified in the Community
Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP). The CWPP is updated every 5 years, with this year being an update year.
e Special thanks to Willow Creek FSC for providing a venue and meal for all participants and to Andrew Spain of
Six Rivers National Forest for providing the maps.

Show of hands, affiliation:
e 2 WC and Hawkins Bar Fire Department

e 5WCFSC
e 4 residents (1 Trinity Cnty)
e 1USFS

[Agenda, Sign-in sheet, Feedback form, Wildfire Preparedness Survey flyer, comment cards passed around]

Two-part Agenda:

1. Provide information:
e Fire protection capabilities and needs.
e Prevention of unplanned human-caused wildfires.
e Wildfire and emergency preparedness.
e The role of wildfire in our local environment.
e The Humboldt County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP).

2. Seek Information:
e Obtain local knowledge and concerns to include in the updated CWPP.
e Provide an opportunity for direct input into priorities for community fire safety.

Big Picture Overview

e Humboldt County Fire Safe Council (FSC) established by the Board of Supervisors in 2002 to develop, implement,
and maintain the Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP)

e FSC: diverse representation from many sectors

e Living with Wildfire an example of FSC’s collaborative work; excellent resource for preparing, :
http://humboldtgov.org/DocumentCenter/View/59108 [Copies of LWW handed out]

e CWPP Purpose: Guide and inspire action related to wildfire preparedness; Asses risk (community input and
rigorous analysis)

e CWPP: 14 planning units, each with a Unit Action Plan that can be used independent of the Countywide Plan

0 Willow Creek Planning Unit Action Plan includes: Willow Creek and all residences in the surrounding
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area
Fire hazard severity: Humboldt county is vulnerable, we have been lucky in recent years, just a matter of time

Message from Willow Creek FSC, Barbara Darst, President of WC FSC and member of Humboldt County FSC

Original FSC disbanded in 2000

2002 new FSC was brought together

2007 additional members joined and remain to this day

Operate as a 501c3 (non-profit)

2010 first community to become Firewise

Action plan includes FLASH, chipper days, Firewise community fair, youth ecology day (15 years!)

Partners with USFS, WC chamber of commerce, community service district, VFD

Outreach: Bigfoot days, parades, Oktoberfest info booths and fundraising

Grants include Clearinghouse (USDA USFS) funded Willow Creek WPP and 45 acres of fuels reduction; PGE grant
neighborhood cleanup programs, also helps purchase and maintain equipment; Title Il LWW, Blue Dot program
(hoping to update this year, community Firewise youth ecology day; First Five grant; SRA fees paid for fuels
reduction throughout WC

Looking for new members for FSC

Available to chip fuels [form on the table]

Message from Fire Chief Willow Creek VFD, Nathan Falk

All-volunteer, All-risk fire department

Fire Chief’s Association Annual Report will be available on County website soon

New rescue truck just replaced a 20-year-old truck and is a great benefit to the community

Working on getting a second fire station at Oak Lane and Patterson Road (other side of the bridge so folks on
that side have help if bridge is compromised); 20 years in the making/saving up

Working on getting info from USFS on where water resources are outside of Humboldt County; vital for initial
attack

Encouraged those interested to volunteer for the department, get the work out

Currently have 17 firefighters (33 in 1995)

Defensible space is important but Access is really important; engine is pretty tall and needs about 14 feet of
vertical clearance

Signage is also critical to find victims of medical calls etc., fire department needs green reflective signs (not
wooden)

Message from CAL FIRE, Jason Butcher, SRA Forester and Humboldt County FSC member
[showed CAL FIRE video: Ready, Set, Go! http://www.readyforwildfire.org/Ready-Set-Go-Campaign]

Fire-resistant building materials very important (esp. if remodeling or building new house)
Defensible space gives firefighters space to protect the home
Set: have documents in place, a plan, medications for people and pets
Go: If an evacuation is called for, go early, don’t wait
Reiterated usefulness of Living with Wildfire publication: http://humboldtgov.org/DocumentCenter/View/59108
CAL FIRE Pre-fire Planning Unit Responsibilities: Prescribed fire program, fire safe regulations, Unit Fire Plan
(coordinates with CWPP), defensible space inspections, grant administration (SRA fee) for fuel reduction and
CWPP update
Community input helps Willow Creek be prepared and will be used to prioritize projects when (financial)
resources become available; encouraged participants to get in contact with CAL FIRE and identify themselves as
property owners willing to partner on projects on their property/in the community
Hopes to see increase fuel reduction work in future to 20,000 acres of black and 20,000 of treated (fuel breaks,
etc.) annually state-wide

0 This unit a leader in black acres: 2,200 acres alone, this fiscal year by CAL FIRE and partners
CAL FIRE relies on County data to plan prescribed burns and prioritize projects
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Message from Office of Emergency Services, Bryan Lee

Humboldt Alert: County-wide emergency alert system, https://humboldtgov.org/alerts
0 Best way for emergency personnel to alert you about emergencies, i.e. evacuation
0 Alerts can be sent to landlines, cellphones (call or text), and email (personal info is confidential)
= Redundancy is a good thing. Inputting all 3 into the system will ensure you get the message.
0 More efficient than emergency personnel knocking on doors
0 ltis geographically targeted, meaning you will only receive alerts relevant to your geographic area
= System can hold multiple addresses under one account (ex. home, office, child’s school)
0 Can be used as a resource for fire dept. to notify community (contact OES directly)
Household preparedness: in Humboldt, we need to plan for at least 2 weeks food/water, plan with family,
reunification in case of downed communication
Two-tiered evacuation:
0 Voluntary Advisory: Danger is close-by, be prepared to evacuate; leave now if you have pets/livestock,
small children, one way in/out from your location
0 Mandatory Evacuation: Danger is imminent, leave immediately
Tonight’s mapping exercise: OES wants to know where one way in/out roads are, potential evacuation shelter
sites, interest in Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
Sheriff’s Office has a neighborhood watch program coordinated by Ginger Campbell
CERT training upcoming February in Fortuna; training is free

What'’s on your mind?

Storage/distribution of emergency supplies, especially masks
0 can be distributed to those unable to pick them up
Emergency center (services, supplies)
0 unofficially: Elementary schools, high schools, Community Services District building; to be official would
need to meet rigorous requirements
Access issues
0 if USFS related you can contact them directly for an inspection
Disaster response? Fire dpt, FSC, Sheriff’s Office
0 depends on the disaster type, severity, etc.
0 Sheriff’s Office works to funnel in resources from outside the area
0 residents should be prepared to be self-sufficient for 2 weeks minimum
0 community liaison would help coordinate
0 WC CERT, another group that could help
Organize to lobby for tax incentive to support BMPs on private land (incentivize people not receptive to
government enforcement)
Hawkins Bar community center is the community evacuation site; lacking in supplies
Rural areas isolated communication-wise; communication/power fragile
Trinity Village needs blue dot promotion
Evacuation routes, primary/secondary etc.
0 community liaison would be especially helpful here!
Outreach to absentee owners with overgrown vegetation
0 letter from Cal FIRE after Defensible Space Inspection
0 Could emulate Neighbors helping Neighbors program
Emergency sirens?
0 Responsibility of local fire department to maintain and communicate meaning to community
0 County does not have sirens
Question: does department use Lat/Long to find people?
0 No. They do not currently have that capability on their rigs.



https://humboldtgov.org/alerts

Mapping Exercise Intro
1. During the mapping exercise, we will work together in groups according to neighborhood/community (Willow
Creek Planning Unit in Humboldt and in Trinity County) to add new information and to update information
collected during previous CWPP workshops.

Information to update/add includes:
Values/Assets at Risk

O Hazards

0 Protection Capabilities

0 Potential Projects

o

Participants are asked to identify potential projects by answering the question: What projects would you like to
see implemented in your community and Planning Unit over the next 5 years?

2. Once the maps have been updated, participants are then invited to vote for the projects they’d most like to see
completed by prioritizing those most realistic or important to implement.
3. After the votes have been tallied, each group will report out on their group’s priorities.

Top 2 Humboldt County Projects

Votes Project ID Project Description Project Type
4 New More participation in chipper program: Big Foot Non-geographic
3 New More participation in chipper program: Willow Creek | Non-geographic

Top 2 Trinity County Projects

Votes Project ID Project Description Project Location | Project Type
3 WCK206 Access to Trinity Village Subdivision DennY Road, Access
ingress/egress Hawkins Bar
3 WCK211 Boadmde brush|r.1g, critical Fire H'aII Road, Roadside
ingress/egress, firebreak Hawkins Bar Clearance
. . . Fountain Ranch Roadside
3 New Fountain Ranch Rd roadside clearing Road Clearance

Wrap up and next steps

Thank you for your participation and input! Information gathered this evening will be reviewed, refined, identified,
prioritized, and reflected in the Willow Creek Planning Unit Action Plan and will inform the broader focus of the
Humboldt County Wildfire Protection Plan.




Project Details: Summary Table and Web GIS

The tables on the following pages summarize the results of the mapping exercise. The Willow Creek FSC is concurrently
updating the local Willow Creek Community Wildfire Protection Plan, in partnership with Six Rivers National Forest and
Humboldt County. As part of this process, projects may be reorganized and/or reassigned new project numbers.

Visit Humboldt County’s GIS portal to view an interactive map with more detailed information on completed and
proposed projects; community-identified hazards, values/assets at risk, and protection capabilities; fire history, severity,
and much more: https://webgis.co.humboldt.ca.us/HCEGIS2.4 CWPP. To easily view a specific project, enter the Project
ID number into the Search Tool in the top left corner of the webpage.

A Web GIS User Guide is available here: https://humboldtgov.org/DocumentCenter/View/56189.

Table 2 summarizes proposed projects that fall in nearby Trinity County. Given the proximity and interconnectedness of
the landscape, community members from Trinity County were invited to participate in the update of the Humboldt
County CWPP. For more information on these projects please visit the Willow Creek Fire Safe Council Website to view
the most recent WC CWPP (Jan. 2011): http://www.willowcreekfsc.org/cwpp.html or pick up a hard copy at the US
Forest Service Office in Willow Creek, The Willow Creek Community Services District, or Burnt Ranch Elementary School.
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Table 1 Proposed Projects, Willow Creek Planning Unit in Humboldt County

Group Votes Project ID Project Description Project Type
2 WCK110 West of Willow Creek fuel break as needed buffer from wildlands Landscape
1 WCK119 clearance around repeater on Baldwin Ridge Defensible Space
2 WCK122 Fuel Reduction on Roadway for Evacuation (Baldwin Creek Road) Roadside Clearance
2 WCK141 Under story clearing on Forest Service land to buffer Bigfoot Subdivision Landscape
0 WCK160 Fuels Reduction to mitigate poo.r Ingress and Egress, (1 way, build Roadside Clearance
turnaround) Salyer - Campbell Ridge Rd
0 WCK165 Maintenance, fuels reduction (find out when last burned from USFS) - Sign Roadside Clearance
Tree Lane
High potential of fire starts. Roadside brushing etc.: Salyer/Hawkins .
0 WCK195 Bar/Burnt Ranch - HWY 299 Fuels Reduction
2 WCK220 Bigfoot Subdivision West fuel breaks - Wildland Buffer Landscape
0 WCK221 Old Three Creeks Rd. Clearance - Roadside Brushing/ Shaded Fuel Break Roadside Clearance
Willow
Creek 0 WCK222 Titlow Hill Neighborhood Defensible Space - Encourage landowners Defensible Space
Humboldt 1 WCK223 Brannon Mt Neighborhood Defensible Space - Encourage landowners Defensible Space
2 WCK224 Upper Brannon Mt. Road Clearance - Fuel Reduction on Roadway / Driveways Roadside Clearance
2 WCK226 Shaded fuel break - target entrance to WC town on either side Roadside Clearance
0 WCK227 Shaded fuel break buffer between private and public lands, East Willow Landscape
Creek
complete WCK228 Install water tank available for fire protection: Bigfoot Subdivision Other - Water
2 WCK229 Brush clearance along foot trail: Big Foot Subdivision Other - Trail
0 WCK263 Fuels Reduction: Hudson Creek Landscape
0 WCK268 Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and egress safety: Hudson Roadside Clearance
Creek
0 WCK269 Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and egress safety: Hudson Roadside Clearance

Creek




Group Votes Project ID Project Description Project Type

0 WCK270 Et:eeleSkRedUCtlon on either side of road for ingress and egress safety: Hudson Roadside Clearance
1 WCK152 Under story clearing along Dogwood Lane Roadside Clearance
2 New/unassigned | Fuels Reduction Friday Ridge Road Roadside Clearance
2 New/unassigned | Bigfoot subdivision defensible space Defensible Space
1 New/unassigned | Roadside clearing Patricia Lane Roadside Clearance
1 New/unassigned | Maintenance/Expansion of roadside clearance, Brannan Mtn Rd Roadside Clearance

New 2 New/unassigned | Outreach to PG&E to clear brush under powerlines Non-geographic
3 New/unassigned | More participation in chipper program: Willow Creek Non-geographic
4 New/unassigned | More participation in chipper program: Big Foot Non-geographic
2 New/unassigned | More participation in chipper program: Trinity Acres Non-geographic
0 New/unassigned | More participation in chipper program: Sunset/Arrowhead Estates Non-geographic

Table 2 Proposed Projects, Willow Creek Planning Unit in Trinity County

Group Votes Project ID Project Description Project Location Project Type
- WCK122 Fuel Reduction on Roadway for Evacuation (Baldwin Baldwin Creek road Roadside
Creek Road) Clearance
) WCK156 Public Education - Fire Sign, Message Boards Salyer
- WCK157 Public Education - Address Sign Grant for Community and Salyer
Water Source
Willow - Fuels Reduction to mitigate poor Ingress and Egress, (1 Salyer - Campbell Ridge Roadside
Creek WCK160 .
reek, way, build turnarou Road Clearance
Trinity - Mitigate ingress and egress issues Fuels Salyer - South Fork Road, Roadside
WCK161 .
Reduction/turnouts Lower Clearance
- WCK162 Bufft?r b'ehind high concentration of houses, break up fuel Salyer - Oden Flat
continuity
- WCK163 Break up continuity, Thin Understory, buffer behind high Salyer - Ammonville Thin Understory

concentration of h




WCK164 Homes at the top of the hill needing defensible space Salyer - Rails Rd Defensible space
Maintenance, fuels reduction (find out when last burned . Roadside
WCK165 from USFS) - Unders Salyer - Sign Tree Lane Brushing
Maintenance, fuels reduction (find out when last burned .
WCK167 from USFS) - Unders Salyer - Rails Rd Understory burn
. . . Other -
WCK180 Assist landowner with fuels reduction Burnt Ranch .
Education
roadside brushing where needed, thin from below, break | Burnt Ranch - Pony Express Roadside
WCK183 - . .
up fuel continuity Way Roadside Brushing Clearance
roadside brushing where needed, thin from below, break | Burnt Ranch - Veterans Hall Roadside
WCK184 -
up fuel continuity Road, Clearance
WCK186 roadside brl..|sh|.ng where needed, thin from below, break Burnt Rath - Dose Road Fuels Reduction
up fuel continuity Roadside - Lower
roadside brushing, thin from below, break up fuel Burnt Ranch - Dose Road Roadside
WCK187 o .
continuity Roadside - Upper Clearance
roadside brushing where needed, thin from below, break Burnt Ranch - FS 05N15 Roadside
WCK188 -
up fuel continuity Road Clearance
WCK189 roadside brl..|sh|.ng where needed, thin from below, break Burnt Ranch - Kaut Road Roadside
up fuel continuity Clearance
roadside brushing where needed, thin from below, break Burnt Ranch - 05N09B Roadside
WCK191 N
up fuel continuity Road Clearance
WCK192 roadside brl..|sh|.ng where needed, thin from below, break Burnt Ranch - 05N09 Road Roadside
up fuel continuity Clearance
WCK194 roadside brl{shl'ng where needed, thin from below, break Burnt Ranch - 05N21 Road Roadside
up fuel continuity Clearance
WCK195 PFOJe('It High potential of fire starts. Assess for roadside Salyer/Hawk'ms Bar/Burnt Fuels Reduction
brushing etc. Ranch - Highway 299
WCK196 Suzie Q Shaded Fuel Break Suzie Q Shaded Fuel Break, Roadside
Hawkins Bar Clearance
WCK197 Fuel Break Roadside, maintenance, high, section 27 Pony Creek Fuel Break, Roadside
Hawkins Bar Clearance




Wallen Ranch Shaded Fuel

WCK198 Wallen Ranch Shaded Fuel Break Break, Hawkins Bar Landscape
WCK202 Fire Sign, Message Boards at the beginning of the Road Suzy Q, Hawkins Bar
WCK203 Address Sign Grant for Community and Water Source ID Suzy Q Area, Hawkins Bar
WCK204 Increase Fire Fighting Equipment Hawkins Bar
WCK206 Access to Trinity Village Subdivision ingress/egress Denny Road, Hawkins Bar Access
WCK207 Roadside Fuels Reduction, maintenance, high, section 27 Pony Project, Hawkins Bar | Fuels Reduction
WCK208 Coon Crk Road with the private tie in rd to Mafrone Ln Coon Crk R;:rd' Hawkins Fuels Reduction
WCK209 Fisher Road, Roadside Fuels Reduction Fisher Road;::e, Hawkins Fuels Reduction
WCK210 Wallen Ranch Road Roadside Fuels Reduction Wallen R?nCh Road, Fuels Reduction
Hawkins Bar
. . e . . . Roadside
WCK211 Roadside brushing, critical ingress/egress, firebreak Fire Hall Road, Hawkins Bar
Clearance
WCK212 Under.f.tory clearing — Buffer between U.S. Forest Service Salyer - East Side
and private land
WCK214 Shaded fgel break as a buffer between HWY and North Burnt Ranch Landscape
community
WCK217 Needs clearing, brush around water tanks Hawkins Bar water supply De;‘(;gz;ble
WCK262 Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and Lower South Fork Road Roadside
egress safety Clearance
WCK263 Fuels Reduction Hudson Creek Landscape
WCK264 Fuels Reduction Hudson Creek Landscape
WCK265 Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and Hudson Creek Roadside
egress safety Clearance
WCK266 Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and Hudson Creek Roadside
egress safety Clearance
WCK267 Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and Hudson Creek Roadside
egress safety Clearance




Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and

Roadside

WCK268 Hudson Creek
egress safety Clearance
WCK270 Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and Hudson Creek Roadside
egress safety Clearance
WCK271 Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and Hudson Creek Roadside
egress safety Clearance
WCK272 Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and Hudson Creek Roadside
egress safety Clearance
WCK273 Fuels Reduction Hudson Creek Landscape
WCK274 Fuels Reduction Hudson Creek Landscape
WCK275 Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and Hudson Creek Roadside
egress safety Clearance
WCK2T6 Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and Hudson Creek Roadside
egress safety Clearance
WCK304 Fuels Reduction -home and road clearance Oden Flat South Side 299 Landscape
WCK305 Fuels Reduction -home and road clearance Oden Flat North Side 299 Landscape
WCK306 Fuels Reduction - Behind Businesses Salyer Landscape
Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and Upper Fountain Ranch Roadside
WCK309
egress safety Road Clearance
Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and Campbell Ridge Road to Roadside
WCK310 :
egress safety Salyer Heights Loop Road Clearance
Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and Fountain Ranch Road from Roadside
WCK311
egress safety 309 to cattleguard Clearance
WCK312 Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and Upper Salyer Loop Road Roadside
egress safety Clearance
WCK314 Fuels Reduction on either side of road for ingress and Lower Salyer Loop Road Roadside
egress safety Clearance
Hawkins Bar, Salyer,
WCK320 Willow Creek (river

Trinity River Community Protection (broadcast thinning)

corridor)




Suzy Q Road - North of

WCK334 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan HWY 299 Landscape
. . Suzy Q Road - South of
WCK335 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan HWY 299 Landscape
WCK336 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Hawkins Bar Landscape
WCK337 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Gray Flat Landscape
WCK340 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village Roadside
Clearance
. . e Roadside
WCK341 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
. . e Roadside
WCK342 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
. . o Roadside
WCK343 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
. . e Roadside
WCK344 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
. . e Roadside
WCK345 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
. . e Roadside
WCK346 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
. . e Roadside
WCK347 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
. . e Roadside
WCK348 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
. . e Roadside
WCK349 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
WCK350 Fuels Reduction - HWY 299 corridor (USFS land) Gray Flat Roadside
Clearance
. . . . Roadside
WCK352 Fuels Reduction - Private land, roadside/home clearance Gray Flat Neighborhood Clearance
. . . Roadside
WCK353 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Hawkins Bar
Clearance
. . e Roadside
WCK354 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
. . e Roadside
WCK355 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village

Clearance




Roadside

New

WCK356 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
. . e Roadside
WCK357 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
. . e Roadside
WCK358 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
. . e Roadside
WCK359 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
. . e Roadside
WCK360 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
. . e Roadside
WCK361 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
. . o Roadside
WCK362 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Trinity Village
Clearance
. . Roadside
WCK364 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Gray Flat
Clearance
. . Roadside
WCK365 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Gray Flat
Clearance
. . Roadside
WCK366 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Gray Flat
Clearance
. . Roadside
WCK367 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Gray Flat
Clearance
. . Roadside
WCK369 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Lower SF Road - Lower
Clearance
. . Roadside
WCK370 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Lower SF Road - Lower
Clearance
. . Roadside
WCK371 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Lower SF Road - Upper
Clearance
. . Roadside
WCK372 Fuels Reduction - Down River Plan Lower SF Road - Upper
Clearance
Roadside

New/ unassigned

Fountain Ranch Rd roadside clearing

Clearance




