











Th re n 1 lnotl imp 1 1 L

As noted in the response to the first recommendation, the county is facing a budget deficit of over $15 million
in Fiscal Year 2024-25. The county’s current budget situation makes it difficult to allocate funds for MIST
services that are not reimbursable by Medi-Cal. However, the county recognizes the unique value MIST brings
to the community and remains committed to its continuation and support. The county has previously
supported the MIST program through Measure Z funds, however, due to limited resources in Measure Z, the
program was not funded in Fiscal Year 2024-25 with this funding source. Humboldt County’s Department of
Health & Human Services will continue to explore additional funding options to sustain the vital services
provided by MIST.

ne ° tior = Unless other funding for the Mobile Intervention and Services Team is secured prior to the
2026-2027 fiscal year, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors provide sufficient funds to continue this
program. This evaluation and potential financial commitment is to be completed by no later than April 1, 2026.
For funding recommendations, see the wording below Recommendation #5. (F4, F5, F6, F7, F8)

This recommen: ion will not be implemented.

The county anticipates challenging budget years to come with an ongoing budget deficit and no anticipated
substantial increases in discretionary revenue sources, therefore, the county is not in the financial position to
commit to funding MIST by the Civil Grand Jury’s April 1, 2026 deadline at this time.

As previously noted, the county acknowledges the value MIST brings to the community and is committed to its
continued support. Humboldt County’s Department of Health & Human Services will actively seek additional
funding options to sustain the critical services provided by MIST.

Recommendation 4: The Humboldt County Department of Health and Human Services and the Humboldt
County Sheriff’s Office develop and enact a plan to document calls for service where both the Mobile
Intervention and Services Team and the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office respond. This is to be completed by
no later than January 1, 2025. (F9)

Funding Recommendation: The Humboldt County Civil Grand Jury recommends that the Humboldt
County Board of Supervisors fund the expenses listed in R1, R2, and R3 with existing appropriations in
the current fiscal year. If current appropriations are not sufficient, the Grand Jury recommends that the
Board of Supervisors, at its next earliest opportunity, pursue additional funding from an appropriate
agency, including state or federal agencies. The Grand Jury further recommends that the Board of
Supervisors seek local academic partners to conduct R1 at minimal or no cost to the County.

This recommendation has been implemented.
The Humboldt County Department of Health & Human Services’ Behavioral Health branch has worked with

the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office (HSCO) to create a secure email address where calls from dispatch can
be emailed to MIST teams for response. Some calls may require a law enforcement only response, while



others may require a joint response of HCSO and MIST, while others may only require MIST to respond. This
process allows both the HCSO and DHHS’s Behavioral Health team to track all calls and referrals to MIST.
..iese referrals are tracked and reported on quarterly. . .iis process was established in April 2024 andren ns
operational to date.



