Humboldt County Voter Views of a
Potential Ballot Measure

Key Findings of a Survey Conducted July 8-14, 2024
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Survey Methodology

July 8-14, 2024
Survey Type Dual-mode Voter Survey
Research Population Likely November 2024 Voters in Humboldt County
Total Interviews 649

(Full Sample) +4.0% at the 95% Confidence Level
(Half Sample) £5.7% at the 95% Confidence Level

@ Telephone @ Email %] Text
Calls Invitations Invitations

) Telephone [Z Online
Data Collection Modes @ P ) = )
Interviews -=— Interviews

Margin of Sampling Error

Contact Methods

Comparisons to Research from

Survey Tracking 2013, 2014, 2016, 2018, 2020, 2021 and 2023

F M 3 (Note: Not All Results Will Sum to 100% Due to Rounding)
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Overall Context
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Like many areas of California, voters are
pessimistic about the County’s overall direction.

Would you say things in Humboldt County are going in the
right direction, or are they off on the wrong track?

B Right Direction Don’t Know ® Wrong Track

2024 26% 27% 47%
2023 33% 24% 43%

2021 35% 23% 42%

2020 41% 30% 29%

2018 32% 18% 49%

2016 46% 11% 43%

2014 38% 14% 48%
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Seven in ten see road conditions as an
“extremely” or “very serious problem.”

I’'m going to read you a list of issues, and I'd like you to tell me how serious a problem you think
each one is in Humboldt County. Please tell me whether you consider it to be an
extremely serious problem, a very serious problem, a somewhat serious problem,
or not too serious a problem for people who live in Humboldt County. Ext./Ver
1 ° y
W Ext. Ser. Prob. Very Ser. Prob. Smwt. Ser. Prob. H Not Too Ser. Prob. Don't Know Ser. Prob

ADeteriorating streets and roads 33% 23% 70%
Weste apdneficency i
The state budget deficit 34% 229%, 5% 65%
The County budget deficit 30% 21% B412% 62%
AExpensive state regulations 26% 21% LY 7% 57%
Wastg and inefficiency i sl e B sox
Increasing severity of natural disasters
© dueYco climate change in 24% 23% 49%
Humboldt County
AThe amount you pay in local taxes 22% 20% 259%, 42%

disasters b Humboldt Coonty SN 25% | 30% 40%

F M 3 ANot Part of Split Sample
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The share who sees road conditions as a serious
problem has grown sharply in the last year.

Extremely/Very Serious Problem

Difference
(2023-2024)

Deteriorating streets and roads 57% 70% +13%

The amount you pay

. 37% 42% +5%
in local taxes

I’m going to read you a list of issues, and I’d like you to tell me how serious a problem you think each one is in Humboldt County. Please tell me whether you
consider it to be an extremely serious problem, a very serious problem, a somewhat serious problem, or not too serious a problem for people who live in
F M 3 Humboldt County.
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Nearly three-quarters believe the county needs
additional roads funding.

Would you say that to repair and maintain local streets and roads, the
County of Humboldt has a great need for additional funding, some need,
a little need, or no real need for additional funding?

B Great Need ™ Some Need A Little Need ™ No Real Need Don't Know Great/ A Little/
Some No Real
Need Need

2024 9% BNV 7% 73% 21%

2023 12% BV 8% 68% 24%
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Views of a Ballot Measure




Conceptual Measure Language Tested

50 +1 % Threshold

Humboldt County Roads, 911 Emergency Response and Disaster
Preparedness Measure. To maintain response times and prepare for
natural disasters — including earthquakes/fires/floods — by repairing
deteriorating County roads; maintaining evacuation routes;
maintaining bus services; becoming eligible for state/federal roads
funding, shall a measure enacting a (HALF SAMPLE: half-cent) (HALF
SAMPLE: one-cent) sales tax, for general government purposes,
generating approximately (HALF SAMPLE: $12,000,000) (HALF SAMPLE:
$24,000,000) annually until ended by voters, with citizens’ oversight,
annual audits, public disclosure, all funds used locally, be adopted?

F M 3 Would you vote yes or no on this measure?
reseArC )



Taken together, three in five support the measure,
with one-third saying they would “definitely” vote yes.

Combined Results

Undecided, lean yes 5%
Undecided, lean no 3%
Total
Probably no 8% No
o 36%
Undecided 4%

F M 3 Would you vote yes or no on this measure?

Total
Yes
60%
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Respondent Priorities




Voters find public disclosure and eligibility for
state and federal funds important to their vote.

Total Total
B Much More Lkly. ® Smwt. More Lkly. ® No Diff. = Don't Know = Smwt. Less Lkly. ® Much Less Lkly. More Less
Lkly. Lkly.
APublic disclosure of all spending A 23%  13% | 80% 4%
Ensuring Humboldt County gets its
fair share of state and federal funds 51% 28% (A5% | 79%% 5%
for local needs
Becoming eligible for state and
federal roads funding 49% 28%  11% I 8% 7%
Funds cannot be taken by the State 53% 20% 15% &/ 73% 7%
AAll expenditures will be audited
annually by an independent auditor 41% 30% A I 70% 5%
AProtecting Humboldt County from
the impact of state budget deficits 35% 32% 18% L:v0 I 68% 6%
Local control of all funds 329% 32% 18% 7%6% 64% 11%

I am going to mention some different potential aspects of this ballot measure. Please tell me whether knowing it was a part of this ballot measure would
F M 3 make you more likely or less likely to vote for the measure. “Not Part of Split Sample
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They especially value creating local jobs, maintaining
response times, and repairing streets.

| am going to read you a list of ways in which the funds generated by any ballot measures could be
spent in Humboldt County. Please tell me how important it is to you personally:
extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not at all important.

Ext./Very

MW Ext. Impt. ®m Very Impt. Smtw. Impt. ™ Not at All Impt. Don't Know Impt.

Creating local jobs 47% 34% 12% 81%

Maintaining 911 response times 46% 34% 13% 81%

Repairing deteriorating bridges 40% 40% 16% I 80%
Maintaining local streets and roads to

reduce the need for future repairs 41% 39% 18% I 79%

Maintaining emergency response times by .
repairing deteriorating roads 36% 41% 16% 77%
Repairing deteriorating County roads 37% 35% 22% I 72%
Providi icati t f

roviding communica fli(r)sr']c %zpeornsae?; 36% 36% 20% 22%

Repairing local streets and roads 399% 329% 26% I 71%

Fixing potholes 39% 32% 5% B 71%

F M 3 Split Sample
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Continued
B Ext. Impt. ® Very Impt. Smtw. Impt.  H Not at All Impt. Don't Know Exltr;{;ltery
Improving 911 response times 35% 34% 23% 69%
Maintaining emergency evacuation routes 37% 31% 25% 68%
Reducing emergency response times by 379 31% 2% B e8%

repairing deteriorating roads
Maintaining bus services for seniors,

low-income people, and people 38% 28% 259% A 66%
with disabilities

HH

Providing public bus se;velgteirfgrtgfyéﬂ:)eonl 36% 30% 1% 66%
Ensuring bus service during an emergency

or natural disaster so those without cars 39% 25% 24% 64%
can evacuate

Preparing for natural disasters 339% 329% 299% 64%

Improving emergency evacuation routes 25% 37% 24% i}/ 63%

Providing safe routes for children to walk or

bike to school 38% 24% 27% MZ  62%

Improving roads in every part of the County 31% 31% 31% 62%

I am going to read you a list of ways in which the funds generated by any ballot measures could be spent in Humboldt County. Please tell me how important it
F M 3 is to you personally: extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not at all important. Split Sample
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Continued

W Ext. Impt. mVery Impt. Smtw. Impt.  H Not at All Impt. Don't Know Exlt./Vfry
mpt.

Ensuring access to local rivers, parks and
s recreatiopnal areas |G 4% 30% b 58%
2

3
Expanding bus service for seniors,
2

Upgrading the bridges and roads to prepare
for the impacts of climate change, 31% 259 219 219 56%
sea level rise, and increased flooding i & % °
Maintaining bus services [EEBYIA 31% 31% 56%

Increasing and improving public transit

service for the communities most 19 249 o 5 559
dependent on buses S 4% 29% 0

Removing vegetation alo?(geéagg%(rjees;igi 6% 30% 36% 559
Improving rural, farm-to-market roads XA 329% 329% 12% 539
I ing dri destri
mproving drver, pedestian, | STV 565
Building a dedicated Emergency Command
Center to coordinate public safety response EWAPZ 30% 27% 5%
during emergency or natural disaster

Expanding bus service 25% 23% 28% 47%

I am going to read you a list of ways in which the funds generated by any ballot measures could be spent in Humboldt County. Please tell me how important it
F M 3 is to you personally: extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not at all important. Split Sample

52%

51%
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Information in Support
of a Measure




Top Voter Concerns

Ranked by Very Convincing

(FAIR SHARE) Currently, nearly half of the counties in California, including San Francisco
and Los Angeles, have passed transportation measures that give them access to billions
38% in matching funds from the State and Federal Government that Humboldt County can’t
currently access. It’s past time that OUR residents got the same benefits as the big cities
in order to improve OUR local streets and roads.
A (DEFICIT) The state is facing a $46 billion deficit this year, and the Governor has
proposed millions in funding cuts in Humboldt County that will severely reduce local
38% services. All funds raised by this measure are legally required to stay in
Humboldt County, ensuring local control and sufficient funds to address the needs of
our local residents.

A(PCI) A recent study found that we have some of the worst pavement conditions in the
state — with more than 50% of County roads rated “poor” or “failed.” At current levels of
36% funding, most County roads will be rated as “failed” by 2033 — including letting some
turn back into gravel. This measure will help us clear the backlog of repair projects and
keep our roads safe and well-maintained going forward.
(LOCAL CONTROL) Over the past three decades, the state has taken over $500 million in
35¢y revenue from Humboldt County’s budget. This measure provides our area with a
0 guaranteed source of local funding that cannot be taken by the state and requires that
our tax dollars are spent locally.

A(CHEAPER NOW) Humboldt County has $S500 million in need for road repairs over the
next 10 years. Delaying maintenance and repairs to our roads only increases costs in the

32% long run — letting conditions worsen until roads have to be replaced entirely.
This measure will help repair and maintain roads while construction costs are still
relatively affordable.

I am going to read you some statements from people who support it. Please tell me whether you find it very convincing, somewhat convincing,
F M or not convincing as a reason to support the measure. *Not Part of Split Sample
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Conclusions




Conclusions

* A general-purpose sales tax measure is viable in November if voters
receive more information about it.

= A half-cent or one-cent sales tax has support from around three
in five voters based on measure language alone.

= The intensity of support increases as voters learn more.

* Voters increasingly see street and road conditions as a serious
problem facing the county.

* 73% see at least “some need” for additional funding.

* Maintaining 911 response times, repairing and maintaining local
roads and bridges, and first-responder communication are key
priorities.

* Public disclosure of how funds are spent, and ensuring the County
gets its fair share of federal and state funding, are also important to
voters.




For more information,

contact:
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Curt Below
RESEARCH & STRATEGY urt Belo

Curt@FM3research.com

1999 Harrison St., Suite 2020 . .
Oakland, CA 94612 Miranda Everitt

Phone (510) 451-9521 Miranda@FM3research.com
Fax (510) 451-0384
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