
County SRA Fire Safe Regulation Checklist (Building Permit) 

Applicant: _____________ Date: ___ Application#: _______ _ 
Address: APN: 

-----------

These regulations apply to all new construction and development in State Responsibility Areas (SRA) 
in Humboldt County effective January 1, 1992. These regulations are not retroactive to existing 
structures and facilities, unless a new use of occupancy is applied for. The following is a summary of 
the minimum standards for building permit issuance. It is provided for informational purposes only. 
Reference to the specific adopted language should be made before construction or development plans 
are prepared. 

Road Standards 

• Roadway surface provides unobstructed access to conventional drive vehicles including sedans 
and fire engines using County Road Category 2 standard for surfacing type.

• Roadway turnouts (where required) are 10' wide and 80' long and tapered 25 feet from both ends.

• Roadway structures (bridges and culverts) are built to carry a minimum load as required in 
California Vehicle Code Sec. 35550, shall be designed for a live load sufficient to carry the 
imposed loads of fire apparatus, and shall comply with the following standards:

- Minimum 15' vertical clearances and designed in conformance with the County 
Roadway Design Manual.

- Signing reflects capability of each bridge for weight, clearance, single lane access, or 
other limitations, unless signing waived by the Director of Public Works per Section 
3112-9 ofH.C.C.

- One lane bridge has unobstructed visibility from both ends and intervisible turnouts at 
each end.

- "Flatcar" bridge has roadway surface of not less then 9' and meets visibility 
requirements of one land bridge. 

Driveways and Gates 

• Driveways meet minimum road standards described above.

• Driveways less than 1320' long are 10' wide and have 15' minimum vertical clearance and are
built to County Road Category 1 standard.

• Driveways longer than 1320' are 10'-12' wide and have 15' minimum vertical clearance with
intervisible turnouts and are built to County Road Category 2 standard.

• Driveways exceeding 150' in length but less than 800' have a turnout near the midpoint;
driveways longer than 800' have turnouts at intervisible locations at approximately 400' intervals.

• Driveways have maximum grade meeting standard for County Road Category 1; 7% - 12%
(normal); 11 % - 18% (tolerable). Grade in excess of 16% must demonstrate conformance with
County roadway Design Manual.

• Driveways have minimum curve radius meeting standard for County Road Category l; 120'
(normal; 50' (tolerable). Curve radius less than 50' must demonstrate conformance with County
Roadway Design Manual.

• All gates at least 2' wider than the lanes serving the gate and allow a vehicle to stop without
blocking traffic.
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