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Meeting ID: 858 2163 0972 

Passcode: 338681 

Call In: 408-638-0968 
Copies Available: Copies of the agenda materials are available electronically upon request 

by emailing rpraszker@ci.eureka.ca.gov.  

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

 

Arcata  Emily Benvie, Morguine Sefcik 

Blue Lake  Trevor Pumnea  

Eureka  Robin Praszker 

Ferndale Not Present  

Fortuna  Merritt Perry   

Humboldt Co. Tom Mattson, Jenny Weiss 

Trinidad Not Present 

Rio Dell  Kyle Knopp  

 

HWMA  Eric Keller-Heckman  

     

Members of the Public 

Frank Nelson – Recology  

Kathleen Strictly – CalRecycle 

Carolyn Hawkins – Humboldt LEA 

Sarah Sanders – Humboldt LEA 

Ben Dolf – Humboldt DEH 

Evan Edgar – Edgar & Associates 

Monica White – Edgar & Associates 

Rachel Otair-Parris – Abound Food Care  

Mike Learakos – Abound Food Care 

Kaoru Cruz 

Wendy Ring 

Abu Akki – Ag-Grid Energy 

Rashi Akki – Ag-Grid Energy 

2. Teleconference Meetings 

Motion to authorize remote teleconference meeting of the Solid 

Waste Local Task Force, pursuant to Brown Act provisions due to a 

state of emergency and imminent risk of in-person meetings as 

Humboldt County remains an area of high COVID-19 transmission. 

Kyle Knopp (Rio Dell). Second by Trevor Pumnea (Blue Lake). 

 

 

 

 

Cities of:  

Arcata 

Blue Lake 

Eureka 

Ferndale 

Fortuna 

Rio Dell 

Trinidad  

 
County of Humboldt 

 

Humboldt Waste 

Management Authority 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Humboldt County 
Local Task Force 
serves in an advisory 
capacity to individual 
agencies and the 
HWMA towards the 
implementation of the 
integrated management 
of solid wastes and 
recyclables.  
 
The Local Task Force is 
also responsible for 
assisting in the 
coordination, review 
and implementation the 
county and cities 5-Year  
CIWMP Report. 
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Tom Mattson (County) and Merritt Perry (Fortuna) are open to continuing to Zoom. 

 

Public comment opened at 11:05 am. 

 

Eric Keller-Heckman (HWMA) would like to continue to Zoom. 

 

Kathleen Strickley (CalRecycle) has replaced Spencer Fine. 

 

Public comment closed at 11:08am. 

 

Motion passed.   

Ayes: Arcata, Blue Lake, Eureka, Fortuna, Rio Dell, Humboldt County 

Noes: None 

Absent: Ferndale, Trinidad 

Abstain: None  

3. Approval of January 31, 2022 and April 25, 2022 Minutes   

 

Motion to approve the minutes as submitted by Kyle Knopp (Rio Dell), second by   

Tom Mattson (Humboldt County). 

 

Public comment opened and closed at 11:10am. 

 

Motion passed.   

Ayes: Arcata, Blue Lake, Eureka, Fortuna, Rio Dell, Humboldt County 

Noes: None 

Absent: Ferndale, Trinidad 

Abstain: None  

4. Jurisdiction Representative Reports   

Eureka – Eureka’s focus has been to help HWMA get food processing up and 

running and spreading word about the recycling center closure.  Outreach has begun 

to businesses with staff presenting to the Eureka Chamber of Commerce, hosting a 

meeting for Humboldt edible food generators. A business information guide has just 

been finalized and will go out to local businesses. 

 

Arcata – Arcata has also been working to support HWMA in the pre-processing 

facility.  They have hired CSG Consultants to assist with franchise agreement 

negotiations and have met with Recology staff to understand timelines on franchise 

agreement negotiations and what the next steps could be.  Staff have also been 

working on developing the ordinance.   
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Blue Lake – Blue Lake held a dump day in partnership with CalTrans and HWMA.  

It was the first large scale dump day and was a massive success.  The City Manager 

would like to get some consistent signage for recycling totes and have been unable to 

find something.  Blue Lake Garbage provides their curbside service. 

 

Robin Praszker (Eureka) – Recology has labels that are put onto bins as they phase 

out old bins. Pictures of that signage can be sent to Blue Lake as an example. 

 

Fortuna – The organics ordinance passed and both readings were held in June.  Staff 

are negotiating the franchise agreement with Recology. 

 

Humboldt County – Tom Mattson introduced new hire, Jenny Weiss, to provide an 

update.  Staff has been working collaboratively and meeting with other County 

departments about ordinances that need to be updated.  There has also been some 

education outreach.  Staff has also met with Mendocino County to get input on their 

process.  The county is also working on a pilot program for Hambro to work 

remotely in Willow Creek and Redway and it appears that they would like to expand 

to more rural parts of the county. 

 

Rio Dell – On July 19th Rio Dell submitted the first reading of the SB1383 

Ordinance. 

 

Ferndale– No report. 

 

Trinidad – No report. 

5. Draft Edible Food Recovery Capacity Study            

Edgar & Associates along with Abound Food Care provided a presentation on Edible 

Food Recovery Capacity Study. 

 

Robin Praszker (Eureka) – Suggest setting up a meeting with each jurisdiction 

outside of the LTF due to time constraints of LTF meeting. 

 

Eric Keller-Heckman (HWMA) – Will need to connect with Edgar & Associates as it 

was not an item included in the budget. 

 

Edgar & Associates – Jurisdictions are welcome to email questions or comments to 

monica@edgarinc.org.  

6. Ongoing Discussion Items 

1. Recycling 

mailto:monica@edgarinc.org
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a.  CA Redemption Value Buy Back Centers 

Eric Keller-Heckman, HWMA, provided an update.  HWMA is not 

actively pursuing a recertification for CA Redemption Value. The 

Eureka Recycling Center will be closing for a 6-8 month period in 

order to transition to food waste at this location.  It is recommended 

that the LTF invite Hambro to these meetings to provide updates on 

CRV buy back as that is their main focus. 

b. Curbside Recycling 

Frank Nelson, Recology, provided an update.  Recology continues 

to tag cans and is noticing some pretty good responsiveness in the 

community.  

 

Robin Praszker (Eureka) – Does the County have service with 

Humboldt Sanitation? 

 

Tom Mattson (County)– Yes, there are in northern Humboldt, 

McKinleyville to Orick.    

 

Robin Praszker (Eureka) – Have there been any conversations about 

labeling requirements for bins as part of 1383 requirements and how 

that will be addressed? 

 

Jenny Weiss (County) – It has been mentioned to them.  Their 

recycling bins are gray and the trash bins are blue.  They will have 

to do a whole new education campaign. 

 

Robin Praszker (Eureka) – Can you include Blue Lake in the 

conversation since it will impact them as well?  

2. “Mandatory Organic Recycling (AB1826) and “Short Lived Climate 

Pollutants” (SB1383)     
 

Robin Praszker (Eureka) – Are there any updates on SB 1383 from Edgar & 

Associates or HWMA? 

Evan Edgar (Edgar & Associates) – There was an August 1st filing due and 

we have been working with Jennifer Weiss (County).   
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Jenny Weiss (County) – Items will be submitted on Wednesday. 

Evan Edgar (Edgar & Associates) – For the organics infrastructure, there 

are a bunch of CalRecycle grants coming up for community compost and 

infrastructure. 

a.  Receive presentation from Abu Akki, Ag-Grid Energy LLC  

Abu Akki from Ag-Grid Energy LLC provided a presentation about a 

dairy digester project that is happening in the Ferndale area. 

Tom Mattson (County) – Are there grants available from CalRecycle for 

something like this if we are putting food waste in it?  How far along in 

the permitting process do they need to be in order for us to leverage a 

grant for this? 

Evan Edgar (Edgar & Associates) – The CA Department of Food & Ag.  

have a lot of grants for dairy digesters.  It is a big funding source.  In 

order to have a SCOTS, the dairy digester would have to have the 

facility permitted as a solid waste facility if they were going to co-locate 

the SCOTS at the dairy.  At the Hawthorne Street facility, as an option, 

there is a SCOTS proposed as a permit option as it is being turned into a 

food processing facility.  This would create the slurry.  Is Ag-Grid 

Energy looking to have a SCOTS at the facility in Ferndale or to have 

the slurry delivered?    

Abu Akki (Ag-Grid Energy) – This is more of a proposal for the County 

as something that would take in organics from the County.  We would 

take the slurry and are not looking to co-locate a de-packaging facility.  

It would delay the project significantly. 

Evan Edgar (Edgar & Associates) – The next round of funding will 

come out in the fall up to $3M per facility and up to $75M total.  This 

would not qualify for funding as the digester would be at one facility 

and the de-packaging at another.  It wouldn’t be available for any 

CalRecycle grants.  Ag-Grid Energy could apply for funding from 

CDFA. 
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Abu Akki (Ag-Grid Energy) – Ag-Grid Energy did apply for funding 

from CDFA. 

Tom Mattson (County)– To the Local Task Force, is the HWMA 

facility going to be able to take all of the material?  Or would it be more 

cost effective to have one of these in Ferndale so material from 

Ferndale, Fortuna and Rio Dell doesn’t have to be hauled to HWMA?  

This may help solve the southern portion of material processing.  If both 

facilities were owned by the same entity, it would qualify for funding.  

A cost analysis would be needed to ensure that it is cost effective.  How 

open is the dairy co-op to accepting food waste?  Is this a good short 

term solution?  Would it be possible to add a de-packager to this 

facility?  We’d really like to get away from trucking out of County.  

Maybe Eric Keller-Heckman (HWMA) and Evan Edgar (Edgar & 

Associates) could reach out to Miranda and start the discussion to see 

how they could integrate into the operation and what the County can do 

to assist if it makes financial sense to add the de-packager to this 

facility.  What would they charge to bring food waste to this facility? 

Abu Akki (Ag-Grid Energy) – Is the Hawthorne Transfer station already 

fully permitted as a commercial industrial facility to handle this waste?  

Permitting a dairy as a commercial facility might raise some eyebrows 

with the Coastal since it is ag land. 

Evan Edgar (Edgar & Associates) – Statewide the dairy digesters do not 

permit at solid waste facilities for that reason.  They are receivers of 

pumpable slurries.  They just want to accept the slurries. 

Rashi Akki (Ag-Grid Energy) – Resources to operate a digester are 

different than just operating a de-packager.  A de-packager has a lot of 

material lines.  It’s a good fit for a recycling center.  We’re happy to 

work with HWMA to share what we have learned and are willing to 

partner if open to it.  We are not looking to co-locate because of what 

we have learned from previous experience. 

Kyle Knopp – Curious about microplastic removal.  What percentage of 

microplastics are removed?  100%?  90% 



Humboldt County Local Task Force 

Meeting Minutes 
Monday, July 25, 2022 at 11:00 AM 

Virtual Meeting Link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZEldeiurTsjHdaBFVe2PYrccIeaIvEVqqlX/ics?icsToken=98t

yKuGtpjkrHNeVuR6FRpwMGojod-7ztmJEgqdcvjnTBnJjWxH1NctHM5tpNe7B  
 

Page 7 

 

Abu Akki (Ag-Grid Energy) – SCOT, company that produces the de-

packaging system that we use, are in the trial phase of using a screen at 

one of their existing facilities and should have more conclusive 

numbers.  They were able to clear about 99.99% of microplastics.  

Evan Edgar (Edgar & Associates) – With the SCOTS, it’s not 

shredding, it’s more of an extruder.  It’s a great harmonic fit and the 

LTF and HWMA is encouraged to add SCOTS to their Hawthorne 

Street facility.  It’s about $1M to permit, buy and install. 

Rashi Akki (Ag-Grid Energy) – SCOTS whole system is a hammer mill 

and extruder system, not a shredder.  Brittle plastics such as spoons and 

forks, create micro plastics that end up in the stream not the soft 

plastics. 

Abu Akki (Ag-Grid Energy) – If any questions come up later, please 

feel free to send an email to abu.akki@aggridenergy.com. 

7. Regional Construction and Demolition Waste Reduction 

a.  Review City of Eureka’s Draft C&D Zero Waste Reduction Strategy  

 

Robin Praszker (Eureka) – This is a new topic to bring forward mainly because 

the COE is working on a Zero Waste Action.  We are working to address this 

material stream and have a draft section that was in the agenda packet.  The LEA 

regulates the permits and has a resource list for who takes C&D materials.  This 

was more of an effort to create a regional conversation to a regional scale to see if 

jurisdiction wants to talk about what they do or improve on.  If anyone is curious 

about this particular waste stream, feel free to reach out to me or Sarah and we 

can have side conversations or meetings.   

 

b.  Review Local Enforcement Agency (LEA) CDI Waste Guide 

8. Non-Local Task Force Organization Reports 

 

This is a standing agenda item for non-member organizations to provide reports to the 

SWLTF on their respective waste management topics. 

1. HWMA – Nothing to report.     
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2. Recology – Frank Nelson provided a report. There will be multiple 

jurisdictions sharing the costs for the food distribution system.  One thing that 

comes up from the Recology standpoint is the auditing and reporting 

requirements and fall into our wheelhouse. It provides strength to each area 

when talking about education, auditing peoples cans and waivers for SB1383 

organics.  A lot of this is connected to the database that Recology has along 

with the support staff.  It could be a cost share from all municipalities 

involved.  Each municipality is starting at a different point. Some have a 

green waste program with a significant number of subscribers and others 

don’t.  Each municipality can have its own compliance roadmap.  There are a 

lot of options for starting to collect organics and it depends on where you start 

and what CalRecycle says. 

3. Zero Waste Humboldt – Not present, no report.      

4. LEA – Sarah Sanders provided a report.  The LEA is fully staffed and is 

ready to hit the ground running.  Eager to learn all that they can.  As we move 

forward with organics redistribution and green waste.  Markets have changed 

in recent years, we’re starting to see a glut locally of green waste products.  If 

we can’t sell or use compost fast enough, how are we going to incorporate 

that into longer term planning?      

5. CalRecycle – Kathleen Strickley is the new representative and replaces 

Spencer Fine.  She respects and admires what you do with the limited 

resources that you have.  Previous jurisdictions were in and around the Bay 

Area, Alameda County.  The challenges are very different but the goal is the 

same.    

9. Proposed Future Tasks/Actions 

The LTF will identify tasks or action items to be addressed at a specified LTF 

meeting. 

 

Tom Mattson (County) – Would like to see follow up on how we can partner with the 

dairy to provide our food waste out of HWMA to their food waste source. 

 

Jenny Weiss (County) – Follow up on regional edible food capacity and the next 

steps.  

 

Tom Mattson (County) – LEA brought up the issue of green waste commodities.  

There are other options of using that material for energy instead of trying to compost 

it. 
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Eric Keller-Heckman (HWMA) – Are the participating jurisdictions interested in an 

individual meeting with Abound Food and their food recovery needs?    

 

Tom Mattson (County) – We should have a group meeting because what happens in 

Eureka doesn’t stop at the city limits.  We need to work across borders. 

10. Oral and Written Communications  

Public comment: 

Wendy Ring – Shared that they are concerned about microplastics as a physician and 

public health person. This is a really concerning issue.  Vermont’s legislature passed 

something recently putting a moratorium on de-packaging machines and their role in 

microplastics in the soil and water.  They will email comments due to time 

constraints. 

11. Adjournment at 12:40 pm.  Next meeting October 24th at 11:00 am by Zoom. 

 

 


